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Jari Bxeeutive Commitiee 2009

President - Sudipto Ghose 9:€

Vice Presidents - Anindya De & Sanjay Chatterjee 9.4
Secretaries- Pabitra Bhattacharya & Prabir Nandi (N
Cultural Secretary - Prabir Bhattacharyya 9:%

Treasurer- Sushanta Saha
Publication Secretary - Sutapa Datta
Webmasters - Raja Roy & Prabudha Pal
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9:( Pujari Board of Directors and Executive Committee heartily appreciate the involvement and enthusiasm of all the
contributors, volunteers and participants for supporting this event. Without their support and contribution,
Baishakhi would not have been possible.
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¢ Upcoming Pujari Events:
3§
9lg_ Durga Puja: 30th Sept & 1st Oct 2006
» Lakshmi Puja: 6th Oct 2006
*‘ For more Info, pleqse Visit oup updqted webgite: www.pujari.org
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Asit Narayan Sengupta

steamboat made a few melancholy
yet majestic  'boo-o-0-0'  sounds and
slowly moved away from the coast of
India, into the dusk of the great unknown. We,
imy three friends and 1, waived at the weeping
faces of our loved ones as they waived back from
the steadily disappearing coastline of Bombay.
With tears filling up our eyes, we sought the
security and comfort of our hammocks in the
Dormitory, the cheapest accommodation on the
ship. That was August 12, 1958, a day which
remains etched in my memory forever. Thus began
a voyage which was never to be repeated in my
life, for within a few years aviation replaced
ocean-voyage almost totally.

he big

As the boat tossed us back and forth and
side to side, we, like any new ocean-goers, were
fast overcome by a nasty experience called 'sea-
sickness'. Fortunately, a newly found friend, who
had been there
before, led us to
the decks. Lo
and behold, the
exhilarating and
strong sea-
breeze, together
with the view of
the high rolling
waves, cured us
in  no  time.
Thereupon  we
even started
enjoying our sea
voyage. This was a 11,000 ton ship, a rather
modest one, belonging to the P. & O. Line. It had
no high-flying lobby, no shops and no glittering
decor, but we were served generally familiar food
.One could help oneself freely with red wine from
a few wooden barrels on the deck, but 1 was not a
convert yet. Drinking of alcohol in any form was,
by and large, a no-no for most in India.

Going abroad was a rarity and privilege in
those days and even rarer was air travel. The least
expensive way was to sail on water and take a train
or a bus on land. And why not! People were rather

unhurried. There were no p.c.s (and no viruses), no
hand-held calculators, no internets, no on-line
dating, no TVs no remotes, no cell phones, no
recorded-messages with never-ending choices and,
imagine, no freeways! Just think of life without
these indispensables! But wait. There was plentiful
opportunity to socialize, to play indoor and
outdoor games and to have elaborate feasts and
festivals. Almost all participated. There was no
crowding of the streets by people or vehicles.
Kolkata was clean, as was Bombay. There was no
air or noise pollution. Streets were washed
regularly. Footpaths were not taken over by
vendor-shacks. They were for walking. | used to
hop on a tramcar or the upper-deck of a double-
decker bus and at times was the only passenger!
On a summer night it was a great pleasure when
the bus or tram would speed through uncrowded
Chowringee, the great maidan or Dalhousie Square
(now B.B.D. Bag). And there were movie houses
and movie houses.
patronized devotedly and
regularly by young and
old alike, even on the

night before the final
exam! Speaking  of
exams, there were no

muttiple-choice questions
and we had to write
volumes and naa to
master  the art of
memorizing and speed-
writing starting from the
very childhood.

My HOD at the most prestigious Bengal
Engineering College was an American. So were
my thesis ginde and another visiting professor. We
readily learnt American English and courtesies,
like opening the door for a lady. 1 remember well
how, when we worked all night in our studios, our
thesis advisor and his wife would bring trays full
of goodies. Later in USA [ returned the favor to
my own students. Two years after graduating | was
offered a lecturer position at N.C. State University
in Raleigh. When 1 broke the news to an Architect
class-friend over the famed sponge rosogollas at



K.C.Das' on Chowringee, he confided that he too
was going. We shared all our findings about
booking a passage and the like. It cost Rs. 3000.00
for the all-inclusive one-month trip and we were
allowed $§ 50.00 at Rs. 5.00 per dollar! 1 also
remember being given a book “Going to USA ",
which told us never to forget that each of us was
an Ambassador of India and behave accordingly. |
never did forget.

Now back to the ship. After three days on
the Arabian Sea it touched the Port of Djibouti, at
the narrow entrance to the Red Sea. We were
allowed to disembark and visit the dock-side
market, our first landing on another continent.
Later, after about two days through the Red Sea,
which did look reddish because of some algae in
the water, we reached Port Suez, and took a tour
bus to the Great Pyramids, a wonder among
wonders, built for the after-lives of the god-kings.
The mysterious lion-king, the Sphinx, looking into
the infinity, seemed to make a connection with the
eternity. Even today no one knows for sure how a
480 ft. tall structure, equaling a 50 storey building,
was built about 4500 years ago, when there was no
electric power to drive an elevator or a tower
crane. Many years later I revisited and climbed the
oblique tunnels inside, leading to the burial
chambers. Our next wonder was a slow trip
through the 100 mile long and one-way Suez
Canal, which brought the entire East closer to the
West by some 6000 miles. Now we were in the
Mediterranean Sea, a rather calm body of water.
The exciting event, after another three days, was
landing in Marseilles on the famed “Cote d'Azour
" or the Blue Coast, the playground of the world's
rich-and famous, which we were not .

But here we visited a most innovative
apartment building designed by one of our heroes,
Le Corbusier, who was invited by Jawaharlal
Nehru to plan the new capital city of Chandigarh.
We took a night train to Paris, perhaps the most
beautiful of all large cities. Even though it has the
most elaborate 'Metro" system in the world, we,
being total strangers, took a 'safe’ whirlwind tour
by a bus and were overwhelmed by the Eiffel
Tower and the beautiful River Seine with its many
bridges. At the Station we had a difficult time in
getting drinking water. It was sold only in bottles
and at the price of wine. With only $ 50.00 in our
pockets we were not about to squander it away.
Since we spoke not a word of French, our
desperate sign language finally persuaded a

disbelieving waiter to serve us water from a tap! |
visited Paris many-a-time in later years and my
halting French made things rather easy. From Paris
we took a train to the steamer port of Callais.

We crossed a strangely rough but narrow English
Channel by a large steamer, which also carried
cars and many sea-sick passengers, whom we, by
now seasoned travelers, watched with amusement
and offered advice as to how to recover. From
Dover, the steamer port on the other bank, we took
a train to London, after which Kolkata, for many
years the capital of India, was modeled, and which
in turn was the capital of the mighty British
Empire, to which India belonged when 1 was only
a young boy. The stigma of being under foreign
rule was no more. We enjoyed a few days of stay
in the city, whose appearance spoke of discipline,
history and preservation at every turn. We stayed
in a family-run bed-n-breakfast. Here you would
miss your breakfast if you would arrive at the table
even one minute late! Also thanks to the two-way
corridor switches you had to run fast to and from
the common-for-all bathroom, otherwise the light
would go out at half-way point. When it comes to
food the stark difference between the two coasts of
the English Channel speaks volumes: one is almost
romantic, the other is rather Spartan. We took a
short train ride to the great port of Southampton.
This was sort of the mid-point of our voyage.

Here we boarded the 21000-ton luxury
liner Royal Rotterdam, a smaller version of the
Titanic. It carried 1250 people, excluding the crew
and had all the facilities which would make the
journey a real delight: a magnificent central lobby
with a grand staircase and deluxe shops, indoor
and outdoor lounges, dining rooms, bars, movie
theatres, a grand ballroom, several levels of cabins
and decks and even a swimming pool. We had a
small cabin for the four of us. Since we had
overcome sea-sickness on the day we left Bombay,
we truly  made the most of our crossing the
Atlantic. We spent a lot of time exploring the
magical world of the ship and enjoyed the many
entertainments, which were provided, thankfully
all free of charge. While dining we, the
inexperienced, would routinely order several main
courses. | had a fancy for the name, 'herring'. Once
I ordered it. When the dish came | sat there
without making a move: it looked like raw fish to
me. On this occasion it was taken back grudgingly
but in later years | prized this dish, which in spite
of its appearance, was not raw at all. Atlantic



Ocean, unlike the Mediterranean Sea, was quite
rough. Waves were some 10 feet high. One day
there was a storm and the ship got tossed so badly
that many lounge chairs slid to one side and a few,
with people sitting in them, literally overturned.
Even though we went through the same
geographical area that the Titanic did, our ship
managed to stay clear of the towering ice-bergs.
And even though | could sketch very well, there
was no one threatening to jump off the stem of the
ship! Yet in spite of the five-day and 3600 mile
crossing we never felt bored. Apart from the on-
board fun, we also had the new pleasure of
watching the dolphins, the flying fish and the
many sea-birds. But there were no mermaids and
no sea-monsters.

After a two-day scenic ride through the St.
Lawrence River we landed in Montreal, named
after Mount Royal, where a senior cousin brother
was doing his PhD at McGill University and
where 1 would live, practice and teach later for a
few years. We stayed with him and his friends and
soaked up India, complete with familiar food and
Bengali songs, after a lapse of three long weeks. In
those days you would rarely meet another
compatriot, outside of the university campuses,
and simply walk by without exchanging kinship
greetings. Montreal, incidentally, was and is
perhaps one of the most beautiful and most
advanced cities in North America. It is also
thoroughly bi-cultural with a distinct French
flavor. Several years later, 1 witnessed the winter
festival in the nearby Quebec City, during which
many full-size buildings of ice-blocks are put up
on dry snowscape to the merriment of the
shivering people.

Now, on with the last leg of the great voyage... We
boarded a Greyhound Bus, with a sleek metallic
body and a very comfortable interior with tinted
glass, reclining seats and headrests, all of which
were novelties to us, as was the on-board
bathroom, a rare feature even on today's luxury
buses in India. After a good night's sleep, we
arrived in the mammoth and airport-like Port
Authority Bus Terminal in New York City. Here
we took a shower and had an American-size
breakfast, consisting of two eggs, toasts , butter,
jam and an unlimited supply of coffee, for only
about 30 cents. On this occasion we could not visit
this great city, the virtual capital of the world, but
years later | had the privilege of working here for
the Architect of the U.S.Embassy in New Delhi
and living next to Hudson River. From New York
we had to go our own ways, all alone in a very
distant and strange land. So, with a combination of
sadness and excitement in my heart, 1 boarded
another Greyhound Bus and slept through the night
comfortably. To my utter amazement, the Dean
himself and his wife came to receive me at the bus
station. He even carried my bags. They were truly
warm and understanding and went all-out to make
me feel at home, well literally in their own deluxe
home, which he had designed, and in which I spent
the first few days of my life in this great country.
Being an Architect , | never can forget that I slept
on the same bed and in the same room in which
slept my hero , the world-renowned Architect,
perhaps the greatest of the 20" century, Frank
Lloyd Wright, whose spiraling Guggenheim
Museum in New York City is known to one and
all.

I came with only a nine-month
appointment. Little did 1 know that my voyage had
only begun!
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Hindu Regligion

Jharna Chatterjee

[1 am writing this article especially for the young people of Indian origin, based on my assumption that most of
them probably did not have an opportunity to think about or to find out some of the ideas I would like to present

here.]

~"Itis commonly believed that Hindu
religion involves 'idol-worship'. Well.
(~&_-in truth, Hinduism is not a religion in
“" “the same sense as Christianity is. It is a
way of life for a vast number of people living in a
specific geographical region. Hindus are diverse -
including agnostics, those who believe in God,
those who do not, those who believe in
worshipping a certain form of Divine entity such
as Kali, Vishnu or Shiva and those who believe in
life after death and reincarnation, and those who
do not. Some Hindus are strict vegetarians, some
cat fish, milk products and eggs but no meat, and
some of them eat meat but not beef or pork and so
on. Some would never go to any temples (except
for sight-seeing) nor participate in any worship,
while some meditate on One
Infinite, Indescribable, and
Supreme Reality. Then there are
others who believe in miltions of
deities. But all of the above -
believers and non-believers alike
can call themselves Hindus! In
that sense, tolerance for difference
and diversity is built into
Hinduism. Amartya Sen, the
renowned Nobel Laureate, has
described  the 'argumentative
tradition' of India in great detail
(see "The Argumentative Indian"), and mentioned
the Hindu sages Javali and Charvaka who
expounded the virtue of materialism and
recommended not relying on anything non-
empirical (for example, after-world and its
rewards or punishments according to one's
actions).

Secondly, Hindu religious rites are
characterized by a significant use of symbolism -
just like other religions. Think about the Cross or
the Madonna - do Christians hold them in respect
because they are simply a cross or an idol, or
because they symbolize something noble like
self-sacrifice for others? Hindus do not worship
'idols"; they worship the ideals these images
represent - like United Power (Durga), Gracious
Prosperity (Lakshmi), Perseverance and Love of
Learning (Ganesha), and Benevolent Destruction

(Shiva) for the cosmic cycle to continue. Even the
animals that accompany these deities represent
aspired qualities; for example, the lion carrying
Durga on his back represents courage. A wise
scholar once compared the Hindu images to
“runways from which man’s heavily sense-
embodied spirit can take off” on its path to the
Infinite. They are the tools that help us to
concentrate. The symbols or the multitude of
rituals associated with a Hindu puja are only
instrumental to the spiritual ends they seek.

Have you ever heard this anecdote about
Swami Vivekananda? Once an aristocratic man
from a different religious faith ridiculed him for
worshipping idols. Swamiji did not respond
immediately. There was a photo of this respected
' man on the wall, which he requested to be
brought down. Swamiji held it in his
hands and then asked the assembled
attendants to spit on the photograph.
When they expressed outrage, he politely
asked, “Why? What is the problem? This
is only a piece of paper — and not the real
person!™ The message was clear.

I do not wish to proclaim that
every person who worships a deity
always thinks about these ideals. There
may be many who do not think and put
more emphasis on the rituals, but there are also
those who think and try to understand their true
meaning. Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Aurobindo and
Swami Vivekananda were such thinkers as well
as saints. Rabindranath was not an orthodox
Hindu, but this great poet of India wrote
numerous devotional poems and songs that
resonated with the wisdom found in the Hindu
sacred book, the Upanishad.

Whether one observes rituals or thinks, 1
believe that the value of religion is to help one
improve the quality of one's spiritual life.
Religion and faith may help some people through
difficult times, or help them become more caring
or more forgiving. The beauty of Hinduism is that
the specific path chosen is not as important as the
end goal. Understanding the goal is a very
individual experience just as chousing the path is
- as we face the great challenge called life.
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{ _,',':i)- 7 New Years and a New Beginning f" - =
,:/ /?__f‘-;';':'(;’ } Atasi Das }/%/4 :/ = ‘J-'_-,‘:-:"
Vol. 1, Episode 11, in a journal series; Chennai (Madras), Indi // = ?
23.12.05- 05.01.06 A

packed up my bag filled with memories
Co® o slicky ricc  paddies and  fisherman

pants. & took one final glance around the room & |

lateled my home for the pasi siv weeks, hugged my
”'/1‘-?&-’)131_"" dogs one last time, and ngﬁ[ a cab o the
anport

& s o young BenguliAmerican woman
traveling aromwd Asiz solo. - =

Chailand and Qboutheast Asia proved 1o be
Sascinating, friendly; cheap, and loads of fim D
nexl stgp was Sdia and the timing coincided with
local New C¥ars Jestivities. CBeing o seasoned
 independent traveler of six whole weeks & boarded
—the plaric-with -excitement-awd -snlicipation of @ uew
ermvironment, new smells, and new foods @lf_ fecling
was much different from the b@)ﬁﬁzj of my Asia
“lip Jilled “withbowtsof anEiely o Jeverish meed 1o

 han before

A & amved i Ghennai Shdia &

-~ found myself i a whole other world Che reality of
this smacked me stratght in the fave the instamt &
became the last person i a line lo exchange money,

= Chere was only one man working at the bank with

piles of bank books surrounding his desk. o did

nol seem so leresled in ESZZ’M&HEJ” (\)‘66 looked
' !}Ic/ﬂ‘:’fwﬂ’ lo Jis sunoundings and look what hitle

cowlyol e -had--by selling e pace in--which - he- |

worked. & grow restless and anacious A reason Jor
my lack patience was that O was on my first trip lo
Sdia on my own.” O niade arvangements with

- research.everplhing. S could relaz, just « little_more

nmedilation center, or ashram, months prior o me
arriving in Sndia. Che world headguarters wers
based i Ghemar. & was planning lo stay there
Jor two weeks and attempled o cnsure that my
anival went smoollly. & evén hid another [riend,
Rita. who. amived at the same conler lo_lake a
course weok carlier, working on ny smooth transition
in. & camid pritouts of ematls with official
-permissions for acconmodetion aid liansportation s
i they were the golden licke & was ensured an
ashram dviver would. come pick me u/? and & did

1ot wantt them to leave — - R e

468/%7 two  exeruclating  hours i the
crchange lie: & trimphantly heli rz;ikédr’ oy
hand but saw no ashram.driver in sight CMy mind
quickly switched lo samy mdqzwdmf traveler mode
& pard no atlention 1o the twenty rickshaw wallss

“and o driversbavgamg for my- business @Y

walked with confidence to a OETID and made..__
phone calls to various numbers & had to the
ashram. No oné p{&éﬂwf a;i & wtted around
Scanng “visitors for- o sign - of ~my - driver-— @

evenlually resigned 1o the facl that @ would gel my
[first lesson i1 bavigatning with auto drivers who spoke
Camil a litle Englsh, and  absolutely o
CBengati -~ & megotiated what & later found out-- -~
lo be a high pﬂbﬁ but my focus on arriving lo my
destination ,%ﬁpl me from bﬁlﬂg‘ loo plmé‘ % Qﬁpﬁmf

thrifly.

Af & éw(/f’(/ my .f/,rmrr into //15 arl Q‘?
thought about how & loved e idax cf axperiencing
an —ashiam caymfarf/ a’zm‘/’fg New  Ybars




af/ﬁb/d//am C%/Q f fﬁﬁfsfs' g/mmd whert fﬁo’y f/7dlé’ﬁ/

thetr- wonderful -experiencas- wnd -encouraged. me-—lo.--

; make this_journgy.  ‘Che idex of staping at an

“asthtant abo - lured me with s clarms of o pecefal

crvironment, & welcoming  communly,  and

miediation sessions, ollénwise known as satsangh il
tiis pnl;m/ﬁ gﬂrlm: & aw it as a /c))npﬁ/mﬂ

| refiige from the world and my f’ift?}/{!?ﬁ{ﬂ poars of

axperionce in it & thought of no better way o start

the pear:

As & fimally approached the gates to my

e T were- decidedly st There-was.a gt
wrilen, " Ashram closed due to recent ﬂaa(//’izg all

ablest’s— arereguested  to-— find—allermative
arrangements. " Allornative arrangements! & kept
my cool and reguested the securily o fnd someoie
& could speak with Lo help me out @76;4 were

cations b fmﬁ.),fa( O waited outside the »qpﬂar with

ey b as Cata trucks and aulos drove by stining |

-

& could
et patientlyfor- 2~ few rotirs-tator - &F was-put 1

up the dust in the air. ‘Chis was something T

louch with a mandger who Jound me an apartment lo
stay nr and provided me access 1o the ashram for
deatly meals My mind sighed with relief at the sight
of @ bed -

‘Che manager was a busy man, organizing

coordinating the admmistration for this center. C9Ce

o lold me that eveppone had moved o anolher ashram
7 @rwﬂw an eight hour tiamn journgy avay, and
lhat &S

& Jad mitllions_o! questions and he had very litle

S showld fi figure out @ way 1o gel there el
lime and patierce lo enlertain them. o would
- gt there? Sls-arpons clse y’mfigf ot hicre soo1e -
(Where is the closest OHTD and iiternet m/’ ;

CWBudd it be safe for me 1o o aleite? -

—awhien. Q.. shaved. my. situation. with_them._on._the

- plians. but S managed lo gel a flight 1o the dasest

“cloart - up~crows plamting construction-projects i -

ClUy  parents  were apma/{v cmcmzm’

phove. Chep were temified that their litle girl would
e raveling all- alone to - a small lown jn - therr
rambunictions wlatile Shdie M
adverturous confiderce deflated a bit afier speaking
with them & was determmed to go but it seemed

al ’/ﬂ/

that the adds were aggaiinst me. & called agency
afler agency and was mal with discouraging v rolces.
Al the trams were p:&&w{m’ ﬁ) the holiday season

and a bus was 1ol an gplion &/ was willing 1o take_

@1 ook me a few days of stumbling through several

anport in Guombatore & was assured that any

lai-dymer—wortd—know-How- to-got-to-the- ashram————
however the last couple of days made me second

“gucss that asumplion.  SMuch 15 mp swprsgas
soon a5 [m/g/ﬂ‘ those l/c/fﬁlr mﬁy[hﬂy
mﬂoma?‘fuﬂ'f),’ /c:/f o place.

‘Che ashram was 17651/50/ 5/7 e iudy et

ol Wl & green-cdasis-of-pabit-rees-crid wilking—— ——
gardens. Chere were doaons of lents set up around
this area i the SNew CFear colebrations was sure™

lo lmng several /ﬁofzraﬂ(/ f Cllow  abhpasis, or

mediators in the {lﬂflﬁ/ﬂ /rﬁm around the world &
checked 1. met_the author of all_of my._dlectronic _
correspondences, and was brigled on o schedule
was-open bt wot-mendatory. - also mel-my-friend- ———
(Rita; who was also patiently wailing for my arrival

oW &uﬁgf"a’ﬁd"?{rﬂ%&i with ferverr aboul our~

initial days and inipressions of Sdia: Obhe was
feaki mg an ilensive course o the spstom and filled
e i with what would be ahead. & immediately
Jelt & sense of securtty and home as & made my
Wiy -lo-nw-wslgned-bunk -in. the - overseas abhivasi ..

et "Che ashram )7m77ﬁj6f who corresponded with

e Jell bid Uit woome armived at the aiport 1o pick--

me up mm’ qﬁ’rm’ me a /‘?55 bmz/” (?9 grate /ﬁf/fn

| dc rm/&/




== _mm:m’ﬂrw{gurm&zi by a lpcal mmm/mmmg:m,

charge of s ienl and 1f pou don'l pay whom do you™

' cmz/ pay me okay/

As & walbed ints the -fé;zz_ Q‘? :mr

work security. e apparently ook his job very

R

<Az ﬁﬁrfn?d}'r concerned> "“id pou /Mw for your

bark por?™
‘:Dlidf?cﬂ{b’rf{v> Nt pei. The astram ﬂmn@ﬁ/

said that..” o

<Adamantly> You have lo pap! & am in

Wnk i rwpo/w/?/ﬁ L/(fdc/am pou mw[ makﬁ e

see mhmm

<OSeepishly> L. you the

e would gave me his bed

~ the ionep for the bed!”
<@/6 ﬂgﬂr/g> m‘ﬁ“? @7// pay pou soon.”

—lo-gel lo.a. /D/daf >/ Lhouglt would bﬂ)y HIE SOME

H
i

- mg;m/f ii-’d/b?{tf beside « Qbwedish ablupasi named
 Gudric. (W walked with cach other 1o the

- new to- this- whole-seeie-ad -that Wﬁ--m’{fﬁrfﬂy lo—}

menager:..1old me that 7 don t e 1o pay because

<Xecidedly> /74775 /ﬂfdm’ o ﬂ/&’/? //lmy/
QBipee- - havs-boeon-put-in-charge-of-this-tent,- S -

an_ responsible for cverpthing. Q’%u st pay me

of ‘miscommunication, wicocperative people and Irials

pedce was é’ﬂd({z)‘fi @/ /(% the conversation /Er e

el satsangh i -fears-—

~ Che tears streaming dowir mp fice seemed
lo immediately atiract my first new friend & found

medilation leril ilroducing ourselves and sharing our
intical theuglhts about being in the ashram. CCe had
a kind smile and friendly demeancr. ¥ were both

me. As we agproached the méditation len, we
politely sard~ our farewellsand - took~ our “respoctive
rﬁﬂf WOmern on one Side d/zd men o mza//m

and -différcit molivations for coming 1o an ashram. .
Y=zt we would all it in the same pose for the next

Q% was beatiful -

Af the days went by & got inte the

mﬁzﬂ/ﬁ’ 43505 in /hcf oy, Q?'anaw atarms
would g go off tn the overseas lent ffgmr/mg the tme
Jor our monig bucket shower and /mﬂla’r}v time,

@ lpoked around 1o the hundveds of people
_sitting on_the lapaulin around -me. Al different
Jaces, differcil commmutication sles different cultures

The /71f[ melgﬁ would b&’gm at 6 am ‘Che rest
of the day would progress with Oouth Shdian

meals of rassam, curds and rice and other spicy

- oplions-interdispersed with free lime Lo read, lo.medt.........

with the spiritual master, and lo make yvew frionds

~Obonre Aays wonld Il T ot 1o anotler -

local ashram and all days erded with an c{ﬁmfdon

“,"‘?_””“/ .9/?7.’.” _J_q&f@e gxfzar:_ff_?gm_m’ il ‘/af/‘f{ o lﬁ_ﬁ Hight

chatling away with new fricids

& met abhivasis from all over Shdia and

—the-world: - (e spoke with-cach -other-with.- inleres)——

accasionally allempling cach others linguages. @
dlso nict aﬁﬁ.ym Swhe were able 1o relate-toe-my——
jerspective of enlering the ashram. @@ were from
Now ok~ S| oS SSelgiuany,
Russia, and Obweden. Chis helpful and willing

group  iterpreled  the  ashram  culture with e

satsanglh and dimer CHast people headed 1o bod
o was brash and & was confised. ~five days |

OGome of them_had been_ around _this wpe of

communily all their lives while others had joined orly
~months-bisfore-Chep-shared -lheir-siories, trils-and..
suecesses with me. @/ was nol only grateful for their

~Fenudness bt for trer-immediate - friondship: - Chey-—

Were my cross cz///m al faeililators

| Sourtyfive-nundes—atlempling (o praclice oe- itg—— ——— =~

" iyl of ashiim life: Ty days would Pegiic ar — T



O 07 the 7/71?}&} {'/@é helped nie 1o
widersiand wis [/16" méf of the melud/ ChMasier &
Jave d/nﬂﬂyf boen weary of /f!ﬂ/dﬁ; /&/fowmg some old

was equally- resstant to the behaviours people had

created was unbelevable S was like the second
—coming of ~Jesus_Abhipasi’s hovered over s

residence just 1o gel a ghimpse of him. ) he came
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HILE traveling through India,
Mark™ Twain had a wonderful way of
describing the average Indian's propensity
to celebrate every joyous occasion. He
said, "Although the week has only seven
days, Indians tend to celebrate eight
festivals every week!”

West Bengal, the gateway to the
exotic east - is a land of sheer passion,
poetry, and natural beauty -celebrating
every season of the year. Bengalis have
another way of saying the same thing: Baro
maashe tero pabbon (celebrating thirteen
festivals in twelve months).

Baishakhi heralds the beginning of
the Bengali New Year. It is accompanied
with the arrival of spring in preparation for
the active summer season. The month of
Baishakh also marks the birthday of
Rabindranath Tagore whose creations have
captivated us for years. For Tagore, Poila
Baishakh used to be "more than a festival”,
as it was an affirmation of faith in the
process of cyclical regeneration. Since his
time, students at Santiniketan have been
ushering in the new year with group dances,
music and poetry recitations. In West
Bengal, the New Year is called Nabo Barsha
and is celebrated on April 14 each year. In
Bangladesh, this day is called Poila
Baishakh and is celebrated with great zeal.

It is, however, the feeling of hope
and renewal that binds all celebrations,
regardless of what individual communities
might want to call the festival. It is an
occasion not only to express and expand,
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s cii ] Ushering in the New Year

Sutapa Datta

but also to rejoice the conjoining of the
temporal and timeless.

During  this  time, different
communities have their own presiding
deities whose blessings are invoked on the
occasion. Maharashtrians pay homage to
their ancestor (the primordial man). In
central and northern India, family gods
(kula devtas) are worshipped. In other
places, prayers are offered to village or
tribal Gods.

In urban areas, usually temples of
Lord Ganesha and Goddess Saraswati draw
large crowds on Baishakhi. Both are
presiding deities for auspicious beginnings
— be it in the refinement of sensibilities,
sharpening of intellect or in the attainment
of excellence in one’s chosen field.

Saraswati holds an edge over
Ganesha in terms of popularity with the
youth, as she is also the goddess of
learning. The association of Saraswati with
Baishakhi goes back to the Vedic times
when the former was believed to be in
form of a river. Later, when personified as
a goddess, it is said that she came sailing
down the river, playing a veena, halting on
her way at a place called Kurukshetra. That
was on the first of Baishakh.

Great poets like Kalidas, Amir Khusro and
even Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore have
celebrated these sentiments, associating
them with the coming of spring. According
to Amir Khusro, Baishakh is the time when
nature wears yellow and man longs for a
union with his beloved, when "the languor



and lassitude of earlier days is replaced by
spring.”

Tagore, the Noble laureate from
India, was so inspired by the spirit of
spring, that he decided to introduce
Vasanta Utsav (the festival of spring), in
his Visva-Bharati University at
Santiniketan. On this day the students and
the youths of the institution, attired in
colorful dresses like yellow, celebrate Holi
in a very special way. A number of cultural
programs, which include group
choreography, songs, and dance, are

staged. After the program is over, the
whole university plays Holi with abeer. In
the course of time, Vasanta Utsav has
become a milestone of Bengali culture, and
has also drawn interests from international
tourists as well.

The tradition continues to this day with
new clothes, distribution of sweets and
exchange of greetings forming an integral
part of the Baishakhi festivities. A
carnival-like atmosphere prevails in many
Indian cities with cultural programs,
singing of religious hymns and sports
events being held on the occasion.

Clearly, the belief is that the more
_Joyous the day turns out to be, the rest of
the year will follow in a similar vein.
Invoking divine blessings is based on the
same principle: the more benevolent the
gods turn out to be, the more blessed will
one be for the rest of the year.
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Artwork & Poems by Rabindranath Tagore

Courtesy: Visva-Bharati Publications
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Geeta Chadha Yadav

he beating of drums sets the mood, the

festive rhythm pulls in everybody to put
their hands in the air to swing, rejoice and dance
to the tune of the festivity that marks Baisakhi.
Baisakhi is celebrated on 13 April with great zest
and fervor especially in Punjab and it marks the
beginning of the solar year. This day calls for dual
celebration because Sikhs celebrate baisakhi as
New Year along with the commemoration of the
forming of Khalsa (Sikh brotherhood) by Guru
Gobind Singh in 1699. The energy and enthusiasm
of the people is absolutely mind-blowing and
infectious. Farmers clad in colorful lungi- kurtas
with turbans and decked up women and children
glow with contentment and their eyes wander with
a sense of fulfillment, its time to thank the god for
the good harvest and pray for a better crop the
coming year.

I was lucky to be a part of this festive
occasion as a teenager. My father and I had gone to
Jamsherkhas near Jullunder to attend a wedding as
April 13™ is considered the most auspicious day
for any occasion. We too made a great duo, dad
proudly wore a pink turban with a pathani salwar
suit and 1, a little clumsy in a borrowed magenta
and green salwar - kameez adorned me with great
enthusiasm. Merry making and feasting mark the

baisakhi fairs that form the most colorful part in
the villages. We matched our steps with the men
folk dancing to bhangra beats and gidda,; another
folk dance that showcased the energy levels of the
ladies.  Wrestling matches, Giant wheels and
merry- go- rounds took us to the soaring heights of
ecstasy.

The religious fervor is no less as the
Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs is carried
in a procession led by the panj pyaras who are
symbolic of the five disciples chosen by Guru
Gobind Singh as embodiment of the guru himself.
Kirtans and recitals from the Granth Sahib take
place in Gurudwaras that becomes a hub of
devotees from all faiths. The best part is that these
devotees volunteer help in carrying out the day to
day tasks of the gurudwaras like preparing
Prasad(offerings) and langer(community lunch)
for the people. And in true Indian spirit on this day
water is drawn from all sacred rivers of India and
poured in the tank surrounding the Golden Temple
in Amritsar.

'‘Nanak nam Charhdi Kala, tere bhane Sarbatt Ka
Bhala- May Thy Name, Thy Glory, forever
triumphant, Nanak and in Thy will, may peace and
prosperity come to one and all.

Errata (Sharadiva Anjali 05); Geeta Chadha Yadav is a not an employee of The Indian Express, she is a freelance writer. She
wriles human interest stories for newspapers and magazines and focuses mainly on adolescent issues. Worked closely with
Politics India and is the co-author of “How to Help & Understand Adolescence, A Friendlier Approach”, published by Student

Aid Pub., reviewed by The TO!, The Hindu.




I Am Spring

Supatna Chaudhury

| am Spring.

I bring the flowers that bloom,
I bring the honeybees that zoom,
For | am Spring.
| bring the lush, green grass
Under your feet,

I bring the birds that
Like to tweet.

And | bring the rosy color
Back to your cheeks.

And luckily, | stay with you
For weeks!

I've come to bring back
Mother Nature's ring.
Yes, I've come.....
| am Spring.

!
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I Wonder Why ..
Kriti Lodh

| wonder why ...
Flowers are so bright,
And stars twinkle in the
night.

I wonder why ...
The grass is so green,
And some people are so
mean.

I wonder why ...
Kittens like to play,
Why there is a month
called May?

I wonder why ...
Puppies are so cute,
And fish are so mute.

I wonder why ...
The sky is so blue,
How birds fly I have no
clue.

| wonder why ...
The moon is so white,
Why does it give a lot of
light?

| wonder why ...
My mom is so nice,

But she does not like mice.

I wonder why ...
| wonder why ...

Corner

LITTLE MISTU IN BIG CHICAGO

Ananya Ghose

The trip started in the morning by going
to the airport. Boarded the plane to
Memphis, TN. Then boarded the plane
to  Chicago.
From Chicago
Airport took
the train to
the Hotel.
The name of
the hotel was
Marriott.

First we went to visit the Hancock
tower and ate at the Cheesecake
factory. Then we visited the navy pier.
At the navy pier we had lot of fun - took
rides in the Ferris wheel, Wave Swinger
and horse riding. In the night we ate
lce cream and watched fireworks in the
sky. It was so good.

Next day we visited the Adler
Planetarium and ate in the café. | ate a
donut, a big chocolate chip cookie.

Then we went to a park, with a water
tower. It was so cool. The towers had
faces on them. One face was a boy,
another was a girl. Next we again went
to the navy pier to have more fun.

We also went to the Children's Museum
of Chicago. We ate in the Pizzarina Uno.

Next day we took the train to the
airport. Our trip was over. | said
GOODBYE CHICAGO.
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fFacts Compiled by Tinny Datta

» A tiger's skin is striped like it's fur

e
i) There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar
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» 1,000,000,000,000,000, ants live on earth
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e The bumblebee bat weighs less than a nickel
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» Some honeybee queens can quack like a c@
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Novonil Banik

it’s amazing to ride a magic carpet

around the world. Well, one day | was going to play in the
basement when | saw a rusty, ancient, fire-colored carpet. |
had never seen it in my whole lifel When | touched it, it
glowed like gold. | thought to myself, "It's a magic carpet!”

When | got on it, | said to the magic carpet, "Let's go
to France.” A second later the magic carpet was soaring like
a bird and going as fast as a jet. After | got to France, |
looked at the Eiffel Tower and explored France.

Then | got on my magic carpet and went to Alhambra.
When | saw ail the food and food stalls, my mouth was
watering like a hungry dog. When | thought nobody was
looking, | swiftly took a piece of bread. | was about to
devour it down when five heavily armored guards with
curved swords chased me like swift lions, but | bolted to my
magic carpet and zoomed away to Greece.

At Greece | glanced at the Greek statues of the
Gods and Goddesses, went to the temple of Zeus, and saw
the Olympic stadium.
Then | got on my magic carpet and told it to go to Mt. Denali
in Alaska. When | got there | stood for two seconds when
an avalanche hit me and | was falling 3,000 miles per hour,
but my carpet saved me from doom. | told it to take me
home. When | got home, my parents were furious. Do you
know what my punishment was? | wasn't allowed to play
anything and my parents would sell my carpet on eBay, so |
never saw it again.

All about Me

Atul Lodh

Hi, My name is Atul,
| like to go to school.

My mouth never stays shut,
Because | am a wise nut.

| have very big eyes,
So | see different than other guys.

Video games | can play all day,
If 1 had my very own way.

Piano is what | play,
I't sounds good
This is what people say.

| like to play baseball,
‘Cause it's my favorite sport after all.

Science to me is a lot of fun,
Experiments | enjoy a ton.

Swimming laps in the pool,
On Fridays | do after school.

I am special you can see,
'‘Because I'm an Indian who's free



NIL AND ABEL GO MIAMI

;ne day our parents were planning to
#'go on a 20 day cruise to the Bahamas.
Our little brother, Max, 11 years old, was going
to Colorado to visit his friend. We had to drop
him of, at the airport, at 6:00. His flight was to
leave at 6:30. Then Abel said,” I'm hungry! I'm
going to get a corn dog!" "Be back quickly Abel!”
Nil said. One hour later [from 5:00 to 6:00]
"Where were you? You said_just a corn dog!” Nil
shouted. "1 also had a king-sized drink™ Replied
Abel. "Let’s go"! Nil said. We got in the car, and
got into the airport, barley. "Hello! We need a
ticket to Colorado!” Nil said, catching his
breathe. "There you are!” What we didn't notice
is the ticket said Miami, FL. Then, we found out
the truth. “"Excuse me; we need 2 tickets to
Miami!” Nil said. "We're going to Miami?” Abel
said. "We're going to Miami!” Nil replied. We got
on the plane. Nil sat in row 27B, and Abel sat in
27A. When we were getting down, a person fell
on Abel. "Get off mel” Abel screamed. Then, we
got off the
plane and
waited.
Max
eventually
called and
said he was
at the
Seashell
Inn.  This
was the
best hotel
in Miami. We rushed over and found him. He was
at the top floor, and it was HUGE! Max went
down to the spa, after a while. Then, some guy
came in, but we didn't notice. Abel opened his
g
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Nil Bhattacharyya
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laptop and hooked it up with his mp3 player to
listen to music. He saw pictures of illegal drugs.
"Hey Nil, check this out.” Said Abel "lllegal
drug pictures?” Said Nil "Give it nicely or the
hard way” Said the guy. "No Way" Said Abel.
"You're selling illegal drugs!” said Nil. The guy
glared at us. "RUN!" Nil yelled. We got down to
the lobby and saw a
shiny, new, red,
roofless  Mustang.
We grabbed it and
Nil, who was in the
driver's seat said,
"Get int” We rushed
forward, going at 80
mph.  Then, the
“cops” caught us.

They were fake, but we thought they were real.
They worked for that guy, who's hame was Bert.
They captured us and threw us in a cell when we
got to there factory. We managed to escape
and destroy their machine, but they tied us up
in ropes. Meanwhile, Max came and noticed we
were gone. He found a piece of paper that said
14842. He rushed over and helped us by being
quiet. He left to call the real cops, "Hello? |
need cops at 14842, now!" Said Max. The real
cops came fast. Meanwhile we were fighting of f
the bad guys with anything we could find. The
real cops captured the fakes and Bert, who was
on the most wanted list. The cops let us have
the Mustang. We dropped Max off at the
airport and checked his ticket, and said bye. We
had 18 days left, so we had fun in MIAMI.
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The Cat Family: Eleena Ghosh

Walking Together: Esha Mukherjee






