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VP, Cultural Byasdeb Saha n
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MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN OF PUJARI BOARD-2013

Gouranga Banik

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Pujari, | welcome you and your families on the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja 2013. It
was around this time back home years ago when we used to wake up listening to the incredible recitation of
‘Mahishasuramardini’ by the late Birendra Krishna Bhadra on the radio. Out on the streets, as in those days, the
construction of puja pandals and the transport of images of Devi Durga still cause traffic to back up for miles. But,
as hefore, no one really cares. The Puja spirit always brings in renewed energy, happiness and general well being
and make people forget hankering over petty stuff, such is the power of Goddess Durga upon us all. The sound of
the dhak adds to the fervor and gets everyone charged up. We invite you to join us in this year’s celebrations as we
look to Devi Maa to shower her blessings upon us.

Proudly completing its 27th year, Pujari has come a long way from its extremely modest beginnings to be the
celebrated organization in greater Atlanta that it is today. We owe our success to your continued support, hard work,
creativity, unconditional commitment to our cause and to maintaining a healthy and enjoyable family environment at
all our events that include Swaraswati Puja, Poila Boisakh, Picnic, and New Year’s celebrations. Like every true
Bengali, we like to focus on the positive aspects of our lives, especially during this, the most auspicious occasion of
the year for us. For these few days we feel the urge to draw upon our best and join in the festivities because the
Divine Mother takes away all our troubles, heartbreaks and things that make us unhappy. She descends amongst us
to heal our wounds and give us her Blessings.

Our members are working tirelessly to make this puja enjoyable for both you and your family. With the help of
many others, our executive committee, led by Rahul Roy, has made grand arrangements for this year’s puja. Our
local talents have shown great promise, so much so that they are bound to wow the audience with their
performances. Probably for the first time in the history of Durga Puja in the US, PUJARI will be screening a movie
directed by our own Santanu Basu.

We at Pujari always strive to recreate those Puja days from back home, long gone by. Let us all come together and
leave behind our disagreements and misunderstandings as we celebrate on this auspicious occasion. This becomes
all the more significant when considering the fact that many of us here are far away from our true homes and loved
ones. Alongside you, we shall create new memories and hope that the next generation, growing up here in America,
will look back fondly on Durga Puja just as we reminisce on the ones back from our childhood days.

We always look for help from you whether in the form of time, financial donations or advice. On our part, we
express gratitude to our patrons, sponsors, well wishers and our corporate donors for their help. As usual, your
participation is vital to our progress and remains the primary factor determining the success of our puja. We are also
trying to be more involved with other non-profit organizations such as Open Hand, Vibha and others.

| feel fortunate that | have been associated with Pujari in several capacities and have participated in various activities
that have allowed me to interact with a broad spectrum of members in the community and develop lifelong
friendships. | consider myself privileged to have had the opportunity to work with the energetic, motivated,
dedicated members of the Pujari Board and Executive Committee, and their supportive spouses. | would like to offer
my sincere thanks to our community, volunteers, our advertisers and well-wishers for their supports and
participation. We also welcome your feedback about the event.

We look forward to seeing you at the Puja along with your family and friends. Hope you all have a great time.

Sincerely,

Gouranga Banik
Chairman of Pujari Board-2013
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE Rahul Ray, Pujari President 2013

Dear Friends and Patrons,

Thank you very much for gracing the occasion of our Durga Pujo 2013 with your presence. This is the 27th year of Pujari’s
Durga Pujo celebration. As members and patrons of the Organization we often think what Pujari means to us, what keeps Pujari
going and what brings us back year after year?

Let me give my perspective on that and try to explain what I like to call the 5 F’s of Pujari and their significance here at Pujari.

1st F: Food

There is a saying we “We eat to live” but Bengalis “Live to eat”, being a predominantly Bengali Organization we have imbibed
the same philosophy here at Pujari. Food has been the most important part of Pujari and we try very hard at each and every event
to ensure the food connoisseur’s are not disappointed.

2nd F: Function

Culture has been an integral part of the Bengali society. We as parents get our kids engaged from their early childhood in
different cultural programs and activities be it music (instrumental or vocal), dance, drama, quiz etc. Pujari encourages and
provides an excellent platform for kids as well as adults to showcase their cultural talent and literary abilities, every year we try
to scale new heights. The quality of our cultural programs year after year bears testimony to that.

3rd F: Footfall

It’s all about “You”, your presence makes all the difference and gives us the motivation to move forward and achieve new goals.
As an ambassador of Pujari you inspire and motivate others to join the organization that helps us to grow and bring new
perspective. It wouldn’t have been possible for Pujari to succeed without you.

4th F: Fund

To run an Organization you need fund, Pujari is no exception. Our members and sponsors generosity helps us achieve our
financial goals. | would like to take this opportunity to thank each of our members and sponsors for their relentless support in
making sure Pujari can continue to be financially stable.

5th F: Fun

Fun is the foundation, having fun is what keeps us going. Fun binds everything here at Pujari and holds the organization together.
The events in Pujari “ is all about having a good time”, we like to have fun in whatever we do, be it rehearsals for cultural
programs, visiting sponsors for raising fund, organizing the events or helping other non- profit organizations with their effort to
make a difference in the community.

The diagram below depicts the value Pujari presents to our community and your contribution to Pujari.

i wd Eamlow _F:?:_'r" et

P

Have a great time during the Durga Pujo 2013 and see you next year.
Thank You,

Rahul Ray, Pujari President 2013
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The Szikman Dental Group
Our exceptional care focuses on you!

Having earned our reputation for "catering to cowards," The Szikman Dental Group has been the
choice for dental phobics in Atlanta for years.

Dr. Michael Szikman
Dr. Richard Szikman

2070 South Park Place Suite 300 Atlanta, Georgia 30339

Telephone:770-952-3333 Fax:770-952-6823
http://www.szikdentalgroup.com/ Free parking available
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Located on Windy Hill Road just west of I-75
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Great place to eat
and
Lovely place

RESTAURANT AND BANGUET HALLS
Global Mall 5575 Jimry Carter Bled 8101 Noreress GA 3000
Tel:|770) 446-8081 OR (67R) 232-3807
Vis 1 Jas =3t weran thaastisne oom




Chapman Hall Realtors
6100 Lake Forrest Drive

fankea Top 18 Agent ix Folime

e iy g "

suite 120 CHAPMAN Chapman Hall Realtar
i TIALL

Atlanta, GA 30328

Naveed Bhurgri

Realtor

| berew bapn s penifond of mad e Mmooy endive lile pircien my selereive seeodesd Eoooddadae ol ibe
svntogrliogg colmiivs. W advanesd cornpevncosion of the banking and fioasce Dbdustie:. D un
Jerskaind s elfect ma tae iwiey o peal estatc, vebiclr s oo o e an dnealuabile aseel i oy
clients

WhLh advanvesnents intecamilogy, [ hayve Bees throwgh exleosive Lnsring Lo rrke ceciain the
seeals availallz to vow, are ohiteed tother fall capacte, Taaling far 2 streambined pracsess, | place
smpharas pn edeciating my cli=nts grsurning clear rancise commuonication frall parties irmeoheed.

Abave all. ] slhrive tioodles Hee et veal estate sdvvives i Aalbantaand cnsare iy clisnls sakisla-
AarAsthe numhsT cac priarite an cachvand seery trensactom

Sy
Proud to be a 2013 "Platinum Sponsor” [or Pujari of Atlanta

BEST WISHES TO THE BENGALL
COMMUNITY FOR DURGA IPLIA
CELEBRATIONS 2013!

B atruned Tefnad we Ly aor present ok ang rendaneale i e e oleote
rog) et e e obeoey ookl ol Do Dnderesd, prosages seran aoiimay peio
s g aonhie Qo re S et e mians n e el Ui oo ot ol e Gy
with fenin a Jriemd 'y, ca di ad Bhaile e i ansang Toe Eest i B e Tlaaiks
v fap an paer ferd weork Suanaing s vraekeds and weekndgies ) and pory
sugput ey Dlee o P — e it e e ohane i sa o et o

Meilancl Bopa B

flice: (404) 236-0043 | Cell: (678) 343-5987

Naveed(@chapmanhallrealtorscom
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=lobal.,

Presents...

12th Annuoal

MELA

all Weekend!
All Day!
. — "‘Y
| October 19th & 20th

Free

Cultural Shows
with dancing. singing,

music, magic and
much morel

Free Games
FREE outdoor carnival with
inflatable rides and Zames
throughout the mall

Free Prizes
FREE raffle prizes including
clathes, elecronics, giffcards.
cash, food vouchers, &
much more!

Food Galore

| FREE popcorn, cotfon candy,
5now cones ahd more!
Food Courf & Ashiana

For information on g
booth rentals, cultural show 1
participation & volunteering | .
please contact Global Mall @
lynnmanages@hotmail.com

call 770-416-1111

=
L 16

I ] -.| |I |I

I ::Ié.: | H?‘:..

GLOBAL

FREE ENTRY!

Mega Sales

Best weekend fo shop with
lats of speclals Just for the
mela in-stores & at the
weekend booths!

TR 00TH =

22t e a booth for the

weekend to showcase

vour business fo over
15.000 visitors

Global Mall  www amoglobalmall cam 5675 limmy Carter Blwd. Moreross, GA 30071 TT0-416=1111
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TwWO GREENING MONTHS
By Deepanita Jotirmoye Chakraborty

Happy Equinoctial New Year; there are no fools because April is time to celebrate the vernal/spring
equinox. The old Roman calendar had only ten months and New Year's Day was a movable feast like
Easter sometimes as early as March twenty-first up to as late as April nineteenth. Later ancient authorities
decided to make it an immovable feast like Christmas and chose April first. Their calendar was calculated
using a mixture of the lunar year which is around three-hundred and fifty-four (354) days and the solar
year which equals three-hundred and sixty-five and one quarter (365.25) days. That calendar had
accumulated a great many errors by 46 B.C. the year of confusion and of hunger because crops were
meager due to ill-timed planting; (the edible garden was and still is necessary for survival) therefore
Julius Caesar worked with the astronomer Sosigenes to improve it.

The new Julian calendar added two new months of January and February for a total of twelve months of
thirty or thirty-one days and New Year's Day moved to January first; those who forgot and celebrated in
April were called April Fools. February then had thirty days and its loss was the gain of Quintilis, given
an extra day and renamed July in honor of Julius Caesar and Sextilis, renamed August in honor of

Caesar Augustus and also given thirty-one days. The calendar Julius Caesar instituted in 46 B.C. was
eleven (11) minutes and fourteen (14) seconds longer than the solar year. By 1582 the Julian calendar had
collected ten extra days, thus Pope Gregory XIlI corrected it by dropping those ten days from October and
establishing the leap year: once in four, February shall have a day more, instituting the Gregorian
calendar.

Institute your private, botanical calendar of garden records. Chores come first; don’t be a

real April Fool by putting them off. Prune winter bloomers like camellias after flowering and continue
with early spring bloomers like quince, forsythia, azalea, rhododendron, and climbing roses. Feed fescue
lawns after the danger of frost has past (usually after the fifteenth) and plant warm

season annuals, vegetables, and herbs. Then start your own garden club with the mission to beautify and
preserve the environment by recycling, composting, helping others, and conserving native plants which
provide habitat for native wildlife and reduce pollution which in turn benefits our health and lowers utility
bills. Make meetings flexible to visit each other’s gardens, share experiences, increase awareness of rare
plants, promote the interests of environmental protection, help each other fix problem areas, avoid
expensive mistakes, improve curb appeal, and most of all have fun. Activities greatly

influence one’s health and well-being: physical and emotional. Connecting with kindred spirits to increase
knowledge and do benevolent deeds creates a better life and a better planet.

Plant a tree for a member or a public/community garden in observance of Arbor Day which falls on April
twenty-second, the birthday of its founder Julius Sterling Morton (1832-1902). It is celebrated on various
dates depending on the region; April twenty-second works fine in Atlanta.

Also share “Pass Along Plants,” defined as a plant which is durable and easily propagated to

give away. Passalong plants are an important part of Southern gardening tradition; tradition prescribes

to never say thank you for a passalong plant or it will not survive. The best way to be gracious is to enjoy
the passalong, propagate it, and pass it along. Steve Bender and Felder Rushing have a fun book

titled Passalong Plants in which they discuss over one hundred such plants.

We spend January learning the plants’ botanical names since research is impracticable if you do not know
the name. Elizabeth Lawrence has a hilarious passage in her book A Southern Garden where she
discusses a lovely plant called Anasents. They called them Anasents because Anna sent them! More
people would have had success with that plant if they had been able to research it. That
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inspired a decent name for my collection of passalongs: Deesents. (Don’t worry | will include the
botanical names too!) This idea invites a poem:
Bloom, grow, and be merry. Select your vocabulary.
“Sent” means:
mail, propel,
transmit, remit,
dispatch, attach,
present a present,
flourish and cherish,
Many a word, rarely heard.
State your name. Play the game.
February and March went for preparation including research of plant components and cultivating a better
environment. We have all seen people who did not realize the importance of preparation and overplanted
making their home look like Sleeping Beauty’s castle surrounded by fearsome briar and bramble or ended
up in a barren, botanical graveyard surrounded by ghosts of dead plants. The Greek philosopher
Empedocles who lived around 495 to 435 B.C. stated that four basic substances earth, air, fire, and water
combined in various proportions make up all the objects in the universe. We related those
elements directly to the four essentials of gardening; the earth is the soil, air is the climate, fire is the (sun)
exposure, and water is water.

Flowers | have grown over the years have brought me immeasurable happiness; they do not need
pampering, just the Empedocles elements according to my site analysis. The survivors bring me back to
Robert Browning: Youth ended, | shall try: My gain or loss thereby; Leave the fire ashes, what survives is
gold: | am happy to share my list of gold:

Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis
Mint Mentha sp.

Marigold Tagetes sp.

RoseRosa cultivars

Chives Allium schoenoprasum
Garlic Allium savitum

Wax Myrtle Myrica cerifera

Day Lilies Hemerocallis cultivars
9. Lilies Lilium cultivars

10. Daffodils Narcissus cultivars

11. Bergamont Monarda didyma

12. Society Garlic Tulbaghia violacea
13. Butterfly Bush Buddleia davidii
14. Mock Orange Philadelphus coronarius
5. Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia indica
Viburnam

Vitex

Magnolia

Clematis

Camellia

Crinum

Canna

Iris

Chrysanthemum

Dianthus

N AWM R

LN AWM R R

=
e
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Don’t forget April’s traditional flower the sweet pea, Lathyrus odoratus and Lathyrus latifolius. For more
ideas, read The Southern Gardener's Book of Lists: The Best Plants for All Your Needs, Wants, and
Whims. Yes, that is all the title! It is another fun book with over two hundred lists of plants grouped by
various criteria. Affix the calendar in the vernal New Year to inaugurate your own garden club and get
greening together.

May is the transition month when spring blooms fade away hardly noticed as summer’s vibrant flowers
dance. This is the perfect time for a botanical inventory and chores. Cut back asters to promote branching
and flowering, fertilize established vegetables, plant new vegetables and summer annuals, rejuvenate
houseplants and summer them outdoors if desired. Clean, paint, and redress windows for indoor plants.
Clean bird baths and replace slug baits. This month is important to stay vigilant keeping weeds and pests
away. Don’t ignore your garden after the spring honeymoon is over or waste time on silly efforts like
icing or pulling out past season annuals, instead mulch over them and allow them to self-seed or plant
something better.

May is appropriately skin cancer awareness month; so protect yourself and remember that clothes are the
best sunscreen. Save the halters and shorts for another occasion; wear long pants and sleeves and a hat in
the garden. Factor the sweltering weather when scheduling chores. Diurnal individuals, who like to

be active during the daytime, should plan to garden from 6-10am. Avoid being out in the heat from 10am
to 6pm. Some are more active at night like the wise owls and lovely night-blooming

jasmine, Cestrum nocturnum, hence 6-10pm work well for the nocturnal gardener.

A garden’s style should reflect the gardener’s philosophy of life. When choosing a style to configure your
property, inspect the displays at the Atlanta Botanical Garden with your notebook and list your

favorites. Recreate your favorite style focusing on shared plants so avoid the perennial error of purchasing
too many different types as simplicity is most effective. Any garden style works better with a mass
planting of a small variety of plants than one of each; repetition is far more aesthetically pleasing.

Most suburban Americans follow the English tradition of great lawns highlighted by perennial beds and
borders without considering their climate. Cool, northern gardens like my mother’s in Buffalo, New York
are perfectly suited for the English tradition, but Hotlanta gardens are not; ironically they are most
popular. The traditional Roman gardens which Americans think of as formal are better suited to the hot
climate of the south. Many old gardens in Savannah, Charleston, and New Orleans follow the Roman
tradition including symmetry, parterres and geometrical shapes. The Roman garden tends to focus on the
house, usually a stately manor and paths radiate out creating long axial views from a central perpendicular
axis. Parterres close to the residence are low and intricate graduating in height and simplicity while
moving further away. Southern homes often feature a veranda from where the garden can be admired.
Empedocles and site analysis in hand, consider the context when planning your dream garden. What
criteria are valuable to you and viable in your microclimate? Aim to make the garden environmentally
responsible. It is indeed possible to have a contemporary, casual style within the Roman garden. First, a
botanical inventory of gifts from the builder or previous owner, next study the architectural style of the
house and the year it was built. Genius loci is the special atmosphere unique to every individual

garden and gardener best expressed by Alexander Pope’s Epistle V.

To build, to plant, whatever you intend,

To rear the column, or the arch to bend,

To swell the terrace, or to sink the grot;

In all, let Nature never be forgot...

Consult the genius of the place in all;

That tells the waters to rise, or fall...

Now breaks, or now directs, th" intending lines;

Paints as you plant, and, as you work, designs...

Criteria are personal because the garden is a creative realm; the proper knowledge allows one to be
methodical as well as fanciful. Just like a house needs bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, living
room, family room, etc. the garden also requires areas for private retreat, entertaining company, sports,
hobbies, pets and children, and growing vegetables, herbs, flowers...anything you like. The history and
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lore of herbal healing interests many with the promise of holistic traditions to cure maladies and preserve

youth. Sweet fragrances lure noses. Legacy for future generations and improving finances are the work of
evergreens. Harmonize with an eclectic approach.

The second Sunday in May is time to celebrate Mother’s day, established by Anna Jarvis in 1914. She held a
memorial on May 12, 1907to honor her own mother Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis who founded the Mothers' Day Work
Clubs to provide food and healthcare to Civil War veterans and improve inner city sanitary conditions. Indignant by
the subsequent exploitation to discourage women’s suffrage, Anna protested resulting in arrest. American women
were indeed granted voting rights in 1920 under the nineteenth amendment. The Equality State Wyoming gave
women the right to vote since 1869 and was the first to elect a female governor in 1925. Anna was victorious in
honoring her mother and all women.

The ABG celebrates with the Gardens for Connoissuers Tour and heirloom vegetables in the Children’s Garden a
connection to our mothers and grandmothers and gifts to our children and grandchildren. Include the kids and
grandkids in garden activities and chores to teach them about botany and ecology. Section a small area for a child’s
garden; have fun together attracting butterflies and hummingbirds. Did you know that hummingbirds are found only
in the Americas? The majority are found in Ecuador. Let’s play a word game; how about homophone pairs? Or is

it homophone pears? The highest point on the equator is also in Ecuador at the elevation of fifteen-thousand-three-

hundred and eighty-seven (15,387) feet, al WikiMiniAtlas / /0;-77.99194 (highest point on the Equator)ong
the southern slopes of VVolcan Cayambe.

Carry on the tradition Anna’s mom founded by volunteering to help homeless or disabled veterans blending with
another national holiday. Observed annually on the last Monday of May, Memorial Day is a day of remembering the
men and women who died while serving in the military. Originally called Decoration Day, commemorating the
Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the Civil War, was later extended to honor all fallen soldiers. Many
people visit cemeteries and decorate a soldier’s grave with flags and flowers. May is also Asian Heritage Month and
National Bicycle month. Thank a soldier for protecting our freedom while we take the kids bicycling and enjoy tai
chi® and Tagore %in the garden.

We bought our first house in January of 1998 and through trial and error, | ended up with an English garden
consisting of perennials beds and a lawn. My hours of toiling in the heat and fixing the builder’s mess did lower
utility bills and our house appreciated. The spiritually-satisfying and environmentally-friendly pastime ended up
yielding profit as well as beauty! | started to sing Katherine Lee Bates’ poetic lines ““...May God thy gold refine, Till
all success be nobleness, And every gain divine...”

Three years and three months later, we moved three miles away. The new location was perfect for a Roman garden
with many unique features: Plinth is the base or platform upon which a structure rests. The pith is a spongy tissue in
the stems of vascular plants as well as the central idea or essence of an argument; like the pith of a plant it lies at the
core. Back to word games! Should we play Lady Mondegreen or Mrs. Malaprop? Pleach is to interlace tree
branches. The peach is one of my favorite fruits. An arbor of pleached peach trees would be pretty. A hedge of
arborvitae would make a nice screen. A scree is an accumulation of weathered rock fragments at the foot of a

slope. Is it safe to screen a scree? Finials are the crowning ornaments forming an upper extremity popular in Gothic
architecture. Would a finial look pretty on the fence or the gate? May is time for spring semester finals.

We should also honor Elizabeth Lawrence who was born on May 27, 1904 in Marietta, Georgia. Her family moved
several times, eventually settling in North Carolina where she developed her love for gardens. She spend four years
in New York from 1922 — 1926 as a student at Barnard College. In 1932, she pursued her passion and became the
first woman to graduate landscape architecture at North Carolina State College (now University). Her book A
Southern Garden, 1942 is hailed as a classic; she is an inspiration to all garden enthusiasts.

! The ABG offers Tai Chi in the garden.
’ Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore was born in May of 1861.
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Summer’s lease is long and generous here hence we can enjoy various activities at the heart of May’s
floriferous glory. The traditional May flower lily of the valley Convallaria majalis is in bloom now. The
garden is an urban oasis to escape the exigencies of life as well as nature’s provender to restore calm,
improve cognition, mental acuity, and physical health. Furthermore it is a bequest to inspire future
generations: our children on Mother’s Day and our nation on Memorial Day.

FUNGAMES INC
Serving all over Georgia.
Small company but best

Friendly Servicell

Call 404 808 8181 MATT

All New GA Legal machines.
We are sure that you will be
Happy With us! Or we will
remove the machines without
any Hassle!
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THE ESSENCE OF DURGA PUJA...AS | SEE IT..
- ATRAYEE RAO

The Mother and her manifestations invoke the sense of belonging and pride in every Bengali, as
well as all who worship the Devi. Goddess Durga is the manifestation of Shakti in all forms and
the embodiment of the mother in all her forms — Durga, Chandi ,Kali, Amba,Santoshi Maa...

The calm and serene face of the Mother brings the pathos and feeling of surrender in each of us ,
while the wrath and anger in Maa Kali’s Chandi form reminds us that the Mother is all powerful
and fear inspiring too ,hence revered across the globe -over and over the ages.

Durga Puja is the harbinger of gaiety and the quintessential festival of all Bengalis. It’s the time
of the year which brings home the nostalgic feeling of the childhood gone by, where we had the
idyllic luxury of being carefree and savor that feeling of happiness and gay abandon.

The business of living and earning the daily bread does stem that innocence of Pujo, which we
have savor ed during childhood. However, when | recall Puja, | am engulfed by that feeling of
déja vu of letting myself go and just diving in that fervor.

As a child, Durga Puja meant 3-4 days of getting and wearing new clothes, meeting friends,
staying up late and snuggling with my mother watching late night movies and shows. | loved
watching my mother decking up and looking gorgeous in her new saris , my dad in his “kuchi
deva dhuti” and “Panjabi”. Those 3-4 days just took out the monotony of school homework/
college exams ...I SIMPLY loved it!

In the humdrum of today, Durga Puja still holds that special place in my heart, which is an elixir
(albeit a short time), in the mundane process of living. It brings forth something to look forward
to, share with my children and relive that time again.

The cacophony of the dhak , dhol and the sea of people we are swimming in, still brings that
sense of belonging and serenity to just be in that spirit

I do walk down the lanes of memories each year during Durga Puja, specially staying so away
from home. As | walk down ,each time a door opens which gushes in a sea of happy sweet
emotions which help time just breeze by. I just walk ahead down the lane remembering them as |

go by.

I hope and wish that this excitement and rapture is alive as time goes by and inspires me to
revere the Mother and live the spirit of the Durga Puja even more........ each day.
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LIFE
~Ajanta Choudhury~

a maze that seemingly never ends.

With multiple pathways,

some that lure you to death;

and some that spare your life,

booby traps,

and forces so unpredictable that they

cannot be named;

its uncertainty no walk in the park.

But it’s got its few roses

that make you want to stop and smell them.

There are successful maneuvers

that evoke exhilaration,

patterns that are eventually plottable and predictable,
and the greatest victory of all:

the ending of one adventure and the beginning of another.
So don’t stop to despair and wallow,

stay on the move

and eventually greet a new adventure.

The adventure of an everlasting afterlife.
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My TRiIP TO MYRTLE BEACH

~Udisha Bhattacharyya™
Age 13 years

Waking up early is one of the most hated and despised things for me to do, but | seemed to manage today
because we were about to begin an adventure to Myrtle Beach! Myrtle Beach is a beach town on the coast of the
Atlantic in South Carolina. From where | live, getting there would take about six hours. Luckily, we were traveling
with friends, which always makes the time pass much faster. In the car, | sat in the back with my best friends
Ajanta and Srija. We spent those six hours talking, listening to music, or watching movies from my tablet. It was
really fun. Once we arrived our hotel, | felt like I'd collapse on the bed while it was only eight o' clock, and there
was plenty of time to explore the beach before we'd actually go there and swim tomorrow. So Ajanta, Srija, and |
got to the beach which was only across the street, and had to bring along my brother. The sand felt soft and
unstable, and with each step, my feet sank deep into it. We decided to take a small dip into the ocean, but try not
to get wet. In the water, | started to chase everyone around and splashed water at them. Before | knew it, my foot
got caught in a small part of the sand, and | fell head first into the water; all my clothes were soaking wet! So, | had
no choice but to walk back to the hotel like that. There, | changed into my pajamas, ate dinner, and relaxed for the
first time since we had reached the hotel. However, the relaxation didn't last. We left to go on a short walk to look
around. | fell to the bed and quickly went fast asleep. | wonder what new surprises will be awaiting us tomorrow?

Remember how | said before how much | hated to wake up early? I still do, especially today. | woke up at
six AM! Or rather, | was forced to wake up at six AM. Apparently the sun rise at the beach is very beautiful, and
many seashells can be found then. | hardly doubted that that was worth waking up so early, but | had no choice
but to slip on my flip-flops and go to the beach half awake and in Sponge Bob pajamas. The sand felt about as soft
as yesterday, and the waves sounded loud in the silence of the beach. | had ran there in order to feel more alive,
and it worked. | don't feel nearly as sleepy as before. Then it came. The sun seemed to peek a little from the
horizon. It looked like a human rising from the bed after a short nap. It rose and rose until it wasn't visible anymore
from behind the clouds. This truly was an extraordinary sight to behold. I'm happy | came to watch it. While
watching the sun rise, my friends, my brother, and | were collecting seashells from the shore. There were many
bits and pieces of shells there, but the actual whole ones were more rare to find. By the end of the morning trip,
we had collected about a shopping bag full of shells! At the hotel again, we ate a breakfast provided by the hotel
and started to prepare for going to the beach yet again, but this time, we're supposed to get into our swimming
suits and actually get in the water. I'm really excited! After everyone put on their swimming suits and put on
sunscreen (which took a while), we rushed to the beach. It was sweltering there with the sun blazing on our skin
(good thing we put on sunscreen!), but | didn't mind. It somewhat felt good. Ajanta and | decided to pass the time
by switching between swimming in the ocean and building a sand castle. However, at the end, it didn't turn out
much like a sand castle but like a sand observatory. | made a sandman next to it and named it Sandy the Sandman.
In the ocean, waves came one after another, and it was fun to get hit by them, or to ride them on a boogie board.
From time to time, we had to drink Capri sun in order to stay hydrated. Later on, all our stomachs grumbled, asking
for food. So we went to a restaurant called Loco Geko where | tried clams for the first time! It tasted a little chewy,
but amazing! Then, the time cake to go back because we had more plans for the day, and everyone was in dire
need of a shower, including myself. The shower felt great, and | finally felt refreshed. After lunch, everyone was
tired from the beach trip so we napped for about two hours before heading out again. This time we went to
Broadway, a system or stores and fun places like Ripley's Aquarium all over the water. There, we shopped for lots
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of souvenirs, and had lots of delicious food. Later on, we were finally on our way to an amusement park! Although
only several rides were ridden, all of them were really fun and enjoyable. Back at the hotel, we celebrated the
birthday of Soma Mashi with a cake and many presents. And with that, the second day at Myrtle Beach has come
to a close. Tomorrow, we'll have to leave the hotel by eleven o' clock. With that sad thought in mind, | went to
sleep.

| woke up to the rucas of everyone packing up and getting ready to leave. It was nine o' clock, which
means we'd get to stay two more hours at the hotel. | grabbed breakfast, and took a shower. It felt as if no time
passed when we had to leave. After checking out, we decided to visit the beach one last time before the trip home.
So we spent about a half hour at the beach, then started the tedious six hour ride home. After entering my house,
it felt as if | was entering it after a year instead of only three days. Sitting on the bed in my room, | thought about
the sunrise, the waves, the roller coasters, and the smiles. This vacation to Myrtle Beach won't be one easily
forgotten.

THE MAGIC HAT

~Shaktik Bhattacharyya™
Age 8 years

Do you want to hear about something fun? Well, hear my story about a magic hat. Once there was a little boy
named Brian. He didn't have any friends because his Dad never let him go outside, and he didn't go to school. His
dad taught him everything. One day, he helped his dad invent something so amazing that you'd never believe your
eyes! It was a magic hat. When you wear this hat and wish for something, then that thing would appear right
before your eyes! That's the greatest thing in the world. Brian wore it outside one day, only to see girls and boys
his age even, laugh and make fun of him. "What a silly thing is that, a magic hat? Ha!" a boy named Evan laughed.
"Just looking at that makes me laugh!" yelled a girl named Jayme. They then asked where Brian lived, and he
pointed to his house. Brian couldn't help but start crying then, and running home, not looking back because he
knew that Evan and Jayme would be laughing more at him. Jealous, Evan and Jayme crept into Brian's house that
very night. "That magic hat is so cool! | really want that one!" Evan said. "Yeah, that is the best thing ever!" said
Jayme. So those two greedy thieves stole the hat! Brian woke up the next day to see his dad searching all over the
house. "What are you looking for Dad?" Brian asked his Dad. "The hat, | can't find it anywhere!" his Dad exclaimed.
"Oh no, should | ask out neighbor if they found anything?" Brian asked. His dad replied, "Sure, you can try. But no
one but you will be able to use it because it only can recognize your voice." Brian went outside, and saw Jayme and
Evan playing, with his hat! "What are you doing with my hat?" Brian exclaimed. "We just borrowed it." Jayme and
Evan said at the same time, "but it isn't working". "You shouldn't do that. That's pretty much stealing!" Brian said.
"It only works when | talk. My Dad said that it is voice activated." "We're sorry. Here's your magic hat back." Jayme
said first and then Evan said, "We really understand our mistakes!" Brian then made good friends with Jayme and
Evan, and shared his magic hat with them every day from then on, and they lived happily ever after.
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SWEET MEMORIES
- Tanya Roy

I remember the blaring sunlight
Invading through my window shades,
Instantly waking me from my deep sleep.

I rushed down the stairs,
Eager to see what the day had in store for me.

After my grumbling stomach was satisfied
By a delicious breakfast,
A knock at the door was what I was waiting for.

My best friend was outside
With a grin on her face
And a question, what are the plans for the day?

We biked up and down the streets
And danced in the cul de sac

I would hide and she would seek,
Then she was It and I was fleeing

We sang silly songs and played crazy games
And talked hour after hour about the same old things

We argued and grumbled for no reason
Then we made up and wondered why we had been fighting

We had the time of our lives,
Carefree summer days cherished and remembered through

my young eyes!

BALLAD OF THE GENTLE WARRIOR
- Srija Sengupta

Grade: 7
School: Autrey Mill Middle School

Light dances everywhere,
Colors spin around,

Laughter rings through the air,
While petals cover the ground.

The conches brightly sing,

Of the joy of this day of the year,
While the hand bells loudly ring,
Of happiness and cheer.

With a twinkle in her eyes,

She looks down on us all,

We, in turn, look at her with respect,

From the oldest man to the tiniest baby who can barely
crawl.

With her 10 arms wielding weapons of light,

Her confident pose, her eyes shining bright,

She is Ma Durga, protector of us all,

She will forever be within us and will never, ever fall.
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0:00:00

By: Suporna Chaudhuri

Age: 17

The summer breeze was gentle as it swept into her hair and pushed the wavy tendrils back. She impatiently tucked a few wayward curls
behind her ear and continued to stare at the polished silver bracelet that snaked around her wrist. A black screen emblazoned with red
numbers stood out starkly from inside the metallic band, and with each anxious breath that she released, the digits continued to count down.
She paced restlessly back and forth from the bench to a tree with thoughts scattering like mad ants through the recesses of her mind. All her
life, she'd waited for this moment, this sliver of time that would bring a new flavor, a completely different brushstroke to the rest of her days.
Her mother had drawn her close countless times to speak of the wondrous event that the bracelet heralded, and with each passing year, the
promise of true happiness became as tangible as the earth on which she walked. Now she bit her lip out of frustration and ran her hands
through her hair for the umpteenth time, groaning quietly to herself as two bluebirds flitted by, seemingly mocking her misery with their own
carefree twittering. A hurried glance at her bracelet told her twelve minutes remained. She threw herself onto the bench and slumped back

with a huge sigh. She'd waited twenty-two years for this; why couldn't she hang on for just twelve more minutes?
*kk

Warm jazz spread through the air like molten gold and clung languorously to the ears of a handful of sleepy-eyed listeners. He gazed
aimlessly out into the smoky bar and allowed the music to seep into his veins as he sipped his drink. The bartender reached over and tapped
the shiny metal band that encircled his wrist. "So today's the day, huh?" the man asked as he wiped a few old bottles with a rag. He nodded
silently and tracked the ever-changing numbers with his eyes. With each passing second, he felt his innards twist and his throat get drier
despite the steady consumption of his drink. "I remember waiting for my time," the bartender continued, perhaps enjoying the sound of his
voice more than anything else. "It felt like the whole world was moving forward while | sat in the same place like some damned boulder. The
last few minutes are the worst." He stood up, downed his drink in one smooth move, and flashed the bartender an easy smile. Wordlessly, he
strode out of the bar into the street and began walking with heavy, unhurried steps. His nerves threatened to overwhelm him, so he darned
not indulge in too much thinking. He ambled along a quaint street lined with houses and dotted with playing children, and then, in a moment
of weakness, he turned his attention to the bracelet. Good lord, only twelve more minutes.

*kk

She hummed tuneless ditties to herself in the hopes that time would cease to be a flowing stream and more of a thundering cascade. Her
long fingers plucked and prodded at her outfit, uselessly smoothing the wrinkle-free skirt and tugging at the sleeves of her top. She hadn't
known how to dress for this. She had no concrete opinion when it came to fashion or beauty, and as far as she knew, the fact that she had a
functional face and body was more than enough. She began to mentally recite the Fibonacci sequence, praying that the lovely mathematical
sequence of nature might soften the sharp edges of tension that pricked and sliced her. She closed her eyes tightly and counted, but her
dratted heart went into overdrive mode, leaving her no room for tranquility. She brought her wrist close to her face and read the numbers with
wide eyes. A minute left. With a harsh sigh, she dropped to the ground on one knee and occupied herself with readjusting her shoes.

*kk

He turned the corner hastily and nearly flattened a tiny old woman. Barely able to spit out more than a broken apology, he ducked his head
and continued to stride ahead, unaware that his legs were carrying him at a much quicker pace than before. Suddenly, every personal
decision seemed idiotic in hindsight. Why had he parted his hair differently today? Why had he chosen this shirt over all others, when

he knew that the color did not go well with his eyes? Why had he bothered to shave off the stubble that had graced his jaw for the past two
days? Spurred by his annoyance at himself, he walked even faster to the point where the locks on his forehead were lightly pushed back by
the force. Random words of advice and encouragement from all his friends and relatives echoed in his ears. He knew there was nothing to
fear, yet why was the adrenaline pounding with renewed fervor in his blood? He balled up his fists and rubbed vigorously at his eyes as he
turned another corner, only to find himself flying through the air less than a second later...

*kk

They stared at each other with eyes and mouths open as wide as planets, with him a long-limbed heap sprawled on the ground, and her a
slack-jawed stone, sitting huddled over her shoe before him. A pair of faint beeps sounded simultaneously, but neither person could break
the crystalline connection that had been forged with the eyes. As if in slow motion, she stood up, extended a shaky hand, and watched as he
quietly took it and righted himself, suddenly towering over her own short frame. He swallowed apprehensively and looked down at the fingers
that still lingered at his own. "So, are you...are you the one?" he choked, realizing that all his plans to be suave and charming had become
nonexistent. She inhaled sharply and felt a pink tinge color her cheeks. She reached out with her other hand, took his wrist, and turned his
arm so that his palm was facing up next to her own upturned one. "Let's find out,” she answered in a soft whisper.

They held their breath and looked down together.

0:00:00
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FAMILY VOYAGE
~ Shayaka Chaudhuri ~

“Dad, where do you want to travel to today?” asked 8-year-old Paul Richards. “I don't
know,” answered Mr. Richards, “Where do you want to travel to today?” Paul thought for a
moment and then replied with excitement, “I know, we can travel around the world for a few
months!” Paul’'s mom, Mrs. Richards answered, “I think maybe a trip around the world might be
a great idea.” Then, Paul's two younger siblings, Julia and Harold, shouted in unison, “We also
want to travel around the world too!” “Ok then,” said Mr. Richards in agreement. Mr. Richards
then told his family that they could pick a handful of places around the world; this left the other
family members slightly unhappy, but the excitement returned to the atmosphere in a heartbeat.
Julia exclaimed, “I'm in the mood for Guatemala, so let’s fly to Guatemala today!” After taking
care of a few basic travel necessities and payments, the Richards family flew to Guatemala and
they were awed by the sight of lush, green rainforests and large, ancient pyramids. “Look at
those awesome blue and purple patterns on that cloth,” exclaimed Julia as they passed by a
marketplace, one of the many exotic venues to be explored.

Days later, the family traveled to Brazil. At Rio de Janeiro, the Richards bought fancy
costumes and danced to the incredible beat to the carnival music. Later they trekked across the
Amazon rainforest and saw beautiful flora and fauna that left them awed and breathless. “Wow,”
exclaimed Harold, “I see a flock of colorful macaws up on the tree! But you know,” he added
with a sly glance at his father, “I wouldn’t mind visiting France.” In France, the family began by
exploring the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Then they went to a restaurant and they enjoyed a bountiful
dinner complete with four scrumptious courses. Later, the family traveled to Kenya and attended
several safari adventures where they encountered lions, elephants, ostriches, and zebras. They
even got a real chance to communicate with the Maasai tribe. “Wow, this country absolutely
rocks!” yelled Paul blissfully as he watched a herd of animals graze peacefully.

A few days later, they traveled to the Maldives. They spent their time there snorkeling in the
crystal-clear waters filled with colorful fish and even harmless sharks. Even the hotel in which
they stayed was made to make the family members feel like they were living underwater. “I had
no idea that this whole place is based on the water biome,” said Julia with eyes as big as
saucers. Afterwards, the family traveled to Australia. They met some Aborigines, encountered
kangaroos and emus, stayed in the bustling metropolis of Sydney, and even snorkeled at the
Great Barrier Reef. After many months of travel, the Richards finally set out for home. “Did you
kids have a nice trip?” asked Mrs. Richards as she stretched out her tanned limbs. “We sure
did, Mom,” the exhausted yet exhilarated kids chorused, “Thank you, Dad...it was the trip of a
lifetime.” “You're welcome, children,” answered Mr. Richards with a warm smile, “We should try
this again next time.” Now the only thing left to see was if Mr. Ricahrds’ wallet was in
agreement!
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My Summer Visiting the Grand Canyon
Sudeshna De (12 years)

This summer my family and I went on an exciting trip to Las Vegas! The plane ride seemed like
forever and the scenery below looked very different from Atlanta; there were beautiful mountains
that looked so far away but there wherever you looked. I could even see the Grand Canyon and the
Colorado River from my seat! It looked amazing, yet scary because it was so large.

When we arrived at the airport, [ was very tired from the four hour long plane ride, but I was
still excited. My family and I got a taxi and rode it to our hotel. On the way there, we saw so many
things like advertisements for magic acts and famous shows playing, a lot of different hotels and
casinos, shopping centers, and more! There was so much to do! When we got to our hotel, we
mainly just relaxed and ate dinner.

We spent a couple of days in Nevada and all decided we would love to visit the Grand Canyon.
We had to get up pretty early in the morning and a tour bus picked us up at our hotel. We got on the
bus and picked up some more people. Finally, after picking everyone up, we started driving towards
the Grand Canyon. We also visited the Hoover Dam on the way there. When we finally arrived at the
canyon, it was way hotter than Las Vegas and it felt like the sun was directly shining on top of us,
not very far away. The scenery looked breathtaking; it didn’t even look life-like! It actually felt like I
was just in a dream. You could see each of the individual layers that formed the Grand Canyon and it
was so astonishing to see. Just looking down from the railings I got goosebumps. It was pretty
frightening to look down, even though I wasn’t even afraid of heights. There was a long river at the
bottom and you could even see little tents from the south rim. I noticed that a lot of people were
taking pictures of them on the edges of the canyon and jumping for the shot. Some people were just
sitting on the very edge, dangling their feet! We went into a small gift shop and afterward went back
to the bus and waited for the rest of the tourists to arrive. It was an awesome experience that [ will
never forget.

On the other days we were in Vegas, we went to a chocolate factory and ‘M&M World’. At the
chocolate factory, we tried samples of different kinds of chocolate and watched how they made it. In
M&M World, we also tried samples of their newest M&Ms: Pretzel M&Ms. We also watched a 3D
short animated film there. There were four floors and when we were going down the escalator,
there was a time line of M&M logos and how they changed every few years from the beginning.
When we got to the last floor we saw some special cased figurines of the M&M characters in
different scenes like on a roller coaster, at the movies, at famous landmarks, and more. The prices
were as high as $500 to $1,000!

We also got tickets to see a thrilling magic show with great acts. We walked on the Vegas Strip
quite often and we saw lots of street dancers, a short fountain show in front of a hotel, Bellagio, and
more. Even at night the whole city seemed wide awake and still very crowded. Overall, Las Vegas
was very exciting and fun and [ won'’t forget the trip.
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EMOTIONS

By: Ritwika Chakrabarti, Age:14
Parkview High School

Walking into the temple reminds me about many things.
My childhood, my faith.

How | believe in god everyday

to get be through the day.

I walk up to Maa Durga,

and pray.

For a better future and a better life.

For better grades, and for better teachers.
I know that thakur will always be with me.
Everyday, tagore blesses me and my family,
and tries to help us in our problems.
While at the same time,

helps almost all other Hindus.

Thank you.

| slam the door,

and then hope | didn't break it.

| slowly slide to the floor,

and think about my life,

and how | strongly dislike it right now.
Why does it hate me?

Sometimes,

| feel so crazy and abnormal,

| feel | should visit a mental hospital.

I know I'm not the only one,

getting upset with her mother,

hating all the bullies at school,

and the general stress in life.

Angry is very powerful.

It can strike in an instant,

then vanish like a child,

blowing out a candle.

A small child she was,

leaving the house,

wearing a coat,

that had seen better days.

Still,

the smile she wore was genuine and kind,
and the spring of her step,

would've stopped anyone,

to stop and ponder at this young girl.

Her mother held her hand,

wearing a simple shawl,

draped over her shoulders.

Looking hurriedly from left to right,

to cross the busy street.

The little girl says something,
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that makes the mother smile,

and in this moment,

| realize that a smile,

is very contagious,

for | am smiling and wondering,

why do people believe that money brings happiness?
Clearly, this little girl and her mother have shown me,
in that small moment,

that you can bring happiness to anyone.

Old or young.

For happiness cannot be bought.

It is shown in the way we move,

how we act,

and the way we chose to live life.

DREAMS POEM

By: Kaustov Chakrabarti Age: 12
Trickum Middle School

Dreams,

In all shapes and sizes,
The coolest thing,

With no surprises,

Our hopes and goals,

Who we are,

Our human being is like a star,
Watching us, in the sky,
Through the windows,

In our beds we lie,

The very reason,

For our existence,
Reaching out to the galaxy,
Far away in the distance.
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DURGA PUJA FOR ME

BY ANOOSHKA RAO, AGE 7 YEARS

Yea! Durga Puja is coming!

Puja means to wear new clothes and lots and lots of fun. Durga puja is celebration of Ma Durga coming back home
with her children, after defeating the mighty Asura Mahishasur.

There are a lot of activities during Durga Puja — like dancing, singing and art work. This year | am going to sing 4
songs. Last year | gave a dance performance, which everyone liked a lot. | hope that they like my performance this
year too, as | have been practicing a lot.

Durga Puja is where | spend lot of time with my friends and have lots of fun playing and also watching performers
on the stage. During Durga Puja, mom makes delicious food which | like to eat a lot.

But then after all the prayers, fun and activities, Durga Puja does come to an end. Puja always brings happiness. |
wish for Durga Puja to come again SOON.

WHAT’S IMPORTANT IN LIFE
By Paige Elliott

April 26. 2012 is a day that will forever be etched in my memory. The events of that day
reinforced what | take for granted in my life are nothing compared the small things that seem so
important as | go about my daily business.

It began as any other normal day. | awoke to my alarm at 7:30 A.M. | went through my
morning routine of brushing my teeth and hair, washing my face, and putting on my clothes for
the day. I had my navy blue tennis dress laid on my Papasan chair because today was the highly
anticipated 3" round of State Finals for tennis. My team was playing Lassiter, a local high school
who | knew nothing about since we had never played them during the regular season. After
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saying good bye to my little sister and father, my mom dropped me off and wished me luck on
my match, because she wasn’t going to be able to come. I distinctly remember the last words my
sister, Maya, uttered to me as | ran out the door, “good luck, Paigey.”

After unpacking my backpack, I meet up with my friend and tennis partner, Abbey,
because today we found out the results of the student council elections. | had run for treasurer,
and Abbey had run for Vice President. I must admit | wasn’t as nervous as she was to hear the
results. The girl I was running against hadn’t even been in student council last year, and | had
worked diligently all year putting together bake sales and carwashes, attending meetings, and
assisting other officers who hadn’t been fulfilling their responsibilities. When | found out I lost |
was outraged! | felt like all my hard work was for nothing. My emotions quickly went from rage
to disappointment. | felt betrayed thinking of friends and classmates who had voted for a person
who hadn’t even been in student council last year.

After venting about the student council situation to some friends it was time to play my
tennis match. | had some pre-game jitters before stepping onto the court. During the match
nothing went well. My shots were off, my volleys sailed past the baseline, and my serve was
inconsistent. We lost the match and I felt the team’s loss on my shoulders. After the match, my
team went out for a celebratory lunch over our amazing season, but the loss was still lingering in
the air.

That evening after dinner | sat on the couch exhausted from my emotional roller coaster
of a day when | became aware of a knock at the front door. My parents were preparing to take
me out for frozen yogurt and my sister was riding her bike outside. My mom answered the door
and began screaming to call 911. When | went outside | saw my little sister lying in the cul-de-
sac not moving, but conscious. | thought she had just fallen and maybe broken a bone or twisted
her ankle. Boy was | wrong! As | approached, I noticed a huge bump protruding out of her thigh.
It took my brain a few minutes to realize that the bike handle was wedged in my sister’s thigh.
The bike handle had impaled her! I began to panic. “Oh my god, Oh my god,” was all that | was
thinking. She was for sure going to die because | knew that one of the biggest arteries in your
body is in your thigh. My stomach was doing summersaults and | was hysterically crying. My
sister was the only sibling I had. I couldn’t fathom being an only child. I didn’t know what to do
with myself. The last words that she had spoken to me this morning were repeating in my head.
“Good luck Paigey,” she had said in her sweet childish voice with a huge grin on her face. All
the times we had spent together flashed before my eyes. The trip to Spain we had taken that
summer. The walk we had taken together two days before. The poem she had written about me
being her role model. All the instances | had bullied her. I would never forgive myself for all the
times | had been peremptory and cantankerous towards her. The ambulance arrived 15 minutes
later and took her to the hospital. | waited anxiously in the lobby for an update on how my sister
was doing. | was terrified that the doctor was going to come out and tell us that she had passed
away. When a doctor finally emerged in blue scrubs, | was on the brink of passing out. “Please
don’t be dead, Please don’t be dead,” were the words | was continuously saying in my head. He
explained that the handle was resting on her bone and “kissing” the artery, but she was really
lucky and going to make a full recovery. No amputation. No nerve damage. No artery puncture.
She would be able to walk again with only a scar to show for this traumatic accident.

That day I learned, in retrospect, the election and tennis match weren’t nearly as
important as my sister. In the scope of life, there are only a few precious things that count. Don’t
take the people and special moments you share for granted because you never know which
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moment is going to be the last one. “Good luck, Paigey,” could have been the last words my
sister ever said to me.

The next day, | took a moment to enjoy everything that | had in my life. People get so
caught up in what is going to happen tomorrow that they forget what is going on now. Trust me,
I have an extremely busy and crazy lifestyle trying to juggle my school, work, sports, friends,
family, and responsibilities. People need to see the “bigger picture” sometimes and stop
worrying about the minuscule details. In hindsight, the student council election and my lost
tennis match wouldn’t have mattered if my sister had passed away because they were just little
disappointments that | could eventually get over. However, had my sister died that day, it would
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NASA: NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION ©
Aratrika Kar

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is an organization that is responsible for the nation’s
space program and for the aeronautics research. NASA’s goal has been to teach the nation in space
exploration, scientific discovery, and aeronautics research. Most space exploration efforts have been led
by NASA, including the Apollo moon-landing missions, the Skylab space station, and later the Space
Shuttle. Currently NASA has been supporting the International Space Station. The organization is also
responsible for the Launch Services Program which shows the launch operations and the management for
the other NASA launches.

Kalpana Chawla was born in Karnal, India. She was the first Indian American astronaut and first Indian
woman in space. She first flew on Space Shuttle Columbia as a mission specialist and primary robotic
arm operator. Her parents are Sanjyothi Chawla, Banarasi Lal Chawla. In 2003, Chawla was one of seven
crew members that were killed in the Space Shuttle Columbia Disaster. The Space Shuttle had
disintegrated over Texas during re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere. She was awarded the Congressional
Space Medal of Honor, NASA Space Flight Medal , and NASA Distinguished Service Medal.

Sunita Williams is an Indian American astronaut and a United States Navy officer who holds the record
for longest space flight by a woman. Her parents are Bonnie Pandya, Deepak Pandya. She is in a lot of
organizations like: Society of Experimental Test Pilots, Society of Flight Test Engineers, and American
Helicopter Association. She was awarded Navy Commendation Medal,( twice) Humanitarian Service
Medal, Medal "For Merit in Space Exploration" (Russia, 2011) - for outstanding contribution to the
development of international cooperation in manned space flight, and Padma Bhushan
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Last winter break, | went to the Kennedy Space Center and got to see many rockets: Apollo 11, Gemini 8,
Ares, Hydra 70, etc. | also got to meet an astronaut and shake hands with him. My family and | also
watched two 3-D movies about the space station and how an astronaut lives. My parents also went on a
ride, Space Shuttle Experience!!! I could actually feel like | was an astronaut taking off for space. It was

Where I'm From
By: Urjoshi Kar

1 am from a Family of musiCians, who have dreams for @ musical life, with piaho, guitar,
danhcing, and singing.

T am from a family of loving ahd Caring parents. With support ahd sadness, happihess,
anhd beautiful memories,

With the |love of reading and drawing, I wish to become successful

T am from a family of fun trips ahd sweet memories

Having fights with my sister, but making up again, full of joy and pleasure,

I am from a family and life of a few tears, many laughs, and lots of Kisses and hugs,
Cute cuddies, warm hugs, and safe feelings

I am from a family of passion and loyalty, AND a sister who drives me INSANE!!!
Fun projects and wonderful friends

Make Y life shihe with joy

T am from a family Of bravery and overcoming nhervousness,

Love of dogs, pleasure, smiles, ahd sobs,

I am from India- the place I was borh and the place ] love..........
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TOGETHER WE CAN

Akash Chakravartty (11" Grade)
Brick by Brick
We built the world,

From every home to every skyscraper,
From every car to every boat,
From every phone to every satellite,
We put our heads together
In such a way,

We accomplish
Something one man
Could never achieve by himself.
Together we find cures,

For diseases that kill.
Together we make
The world a better place,
Separated we only fail.
Together we are invictus

And only together we can.
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MY SUMMER VISITING THE GRAND CANYON

Sudeshna De (12 YEARS)

This summer my family and [ went on an exciting trip to Las Vegas! The plane ride seemed like
forever and the scenery below looked very different from Atlanta; there were beautiful mountains
that looked so far away but there wherever you looked. I could even see the Grand Canyon and the
Colorado River from my seat! It looked amazing, yet scary because it was so large.

When we arrived at the airport, [ was very tired from the four hour long plane ride, but I was
still excited. My family and I got a taxi and rode it to our hotel. On the way there, we saw so many
things like advertisements for magic acts and famous shows playing, a lot of different hotels and
casinos, shopping centers, and more! There was so much to do! When we got to our hotel, we
mainly just relaxed and ate dinner.

We spent a couple of days in Nevada and all decided we would love to visit the Grand Canyon.
We had to get up pretty early in the morning and a tour bus picked us up at our hotel. We got on the
bus and picked up some more people. Finally, after picking everyone up, we started driving towards
the Grand Canyon. We also visited the Hoover Dam on the way there. When we finally arrived at the
canyon, it was way hotter than Las Vegas and it felt like the sun was directly shining on top of us,
not very far away. The scenery looked breathtaking; it didn’t even look life-like! It actually felt like I
was just in a dream. You could see each of the individual layers that formed the Grand Canyon and it
was so astonishing to see. Justlooking down from the railings [ got goosebumps. It was pretty
frightening to look down, even though I wasn’t even afraid of heights. There was a long river at the
bottom and you could even see little tents from the south rim. I noticed that a lot of people were
taking pictures of them on the edges of the canyon and jumping for the shot. Some people were just
sitting on the very edge, dangling their feet! We went into a small gift shop and afterward went back
to the bus and waited for the rest of the tourists to arrive. It was an awesome experience that [ will
never forget.

On the other days we were in Vegas, we went to a chocolate factory and ‘M&M World’. At the
chocolate factory, we tried samples of different kinds of chocolate and watched how they made it. In
M&M World, we also tried samples of their newest M&Ms: Pretzel M&Ms. We also watched a 3D
short animated film there. There were four floors and when we were going down the escalator,
there was a time line of M&M logos and how they changed every few years from the beginning.
When we got to the last floor we saw some special cased figurines of the M&M characters in
different scenes like on a roller coaster, at the movies, at famous landmarks, and more. The prices
were as high as $500 to $1,000!

We also got tickets to see a thrilling magic show with great acts. We walked on the Vegas Strip
quite often and we saw lots of street dancers, a short fountain show in front of a hotel, Bellagio, and
more. Even at night the whole city seemed wide awake and still very crowded. Overall, Las Vegas
was very exciting and fun and [ won't forget the trip.
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2013 DECORATION TEAM

Special Thanks to: Soma Datta, Soma Chowdhuri, Indrani Ghosh, Richa,
Kantida, Prabirda, Rana, Paromita & Haimanti



The making of ‘Abahon’...
XY . '

Concept and Direction :
Aradhana Bhattacharya

Choreography :
Amrita Bhattacharyya

Costume coordination:
Mayuri, Sumona, Sharmila, Jasmine

Supported by :
Ruma, Nilanjana, Sonia ,Tumpa , Anusuya, Shantanu Basu, Pranesh,
Mrs. Gayatri Ganguly, Mrs. Utpala Dutta, Rana, Mohana and the entire
Decoration team and well wishers
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Cheers to Pujari Volunteers

Fund Raising

e  Prosenjit Dutta

e Kanti Das

e  Surojit Chatterjee

e  Samaresh Mukhopadyay

e Sid Ghosh (Fund Raising and PR)

Phool Baganer Roop Kotha
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Pujo Execution Team

Biswanath Bhattacharya, Soumya Bhattacharyya, Sumona Banik, Chandana Bhattacharyya, Sutapa Das, Seemita Chakrabarty, Paromita Das Gupta Ghosh, Molly De, Indrani Kar,
Susmita Malanabish, Sharmila Roy, Sraboni Roy, Antara Mitra

BENGAL STORE
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Durga Pujo Cultural Program Participation - 2013

The following are the participants for programs that went through planned rehearsals

Decoration team presents..
'Abahon’ ..an invocation

Participants:

Anika,Proma,Nikita,Hiya,Riya,Bebo,Ishan, Tania,Rupsha,Esha,Nilanjana,Mrs.Gayatri Ganguly,

Mrs.Utpala Dutta & Rana
Concept and Direction :Aradhana Bhattacharya
Choreography :Amrita Bhattacharyya

Supported by :Mayuri, Sumona, Sharmila, Jasmine ,Ruma, Sonia ,Tumpa , Anusuya, Shantanu Basu, Pranesh, Mohana and the entire Decoration

team and well wishers

“F (WfR .. W2 (W (Rupang Dehi .. Jayang Dehi)

Directed By: Biswanath Bhattacharyya

Program Presenter : Richa Sarkar (Samanta)

Mahalaya_Songs

1. Alo Chakrabarty

Instruments:

Tabla : Byasdeb Saha
KeyBoard : Piya Sen Gupta
Harmonium: Devdas Ganguly . Haimanti Mukhopadhyay

Biswanath Bhattacharyya

2. Devdas Ganguly Mondira: Soumya Bhattacharyya
3. Saibal Sengupta

4. Arjun Ghosh

5. Piya Sen Gupta

6. Haimanti Mukhopadhyay

Chandi Path: Kobita:

1. Sutapa Das
2. Sanjib Datta
3. Subhashree Nandy

Naach: “Durge Durge Durgati Nashini”
Dance Direction: Indrani Kar
Udisha Bhattacharyya

Atashi Mukherjee
Sarani Ghosh
Monidipa Banerjee
Shayak Choudhuri

Sankhya Dhwani:
Bulbul Banik, Sumana Banik, Chandana Bhattacharyya
Special thanks:

Ajanta Choudhury Debashee Dutta, Saheli Bhattacharyya,
Aratrika Kar Stage Decoration:

Urjoshi Kar Tumpa Bhattacharyya, Chandana Bhattacharyya
Suporna Choudhury Slide Show:

Jaba Choudhury Samaresh Mukhopadhyay, Satadal Sengupta

Photography: Samaresh Mukhopadhyay

Light: Pranesh Chowdhury, Prabir Bhattacharyya,
Santanu Kar

Sound: Santanu Kar, Satadal Sengupta

Indradhanush

Concept,Direction & Choreography : Mayuri Ray
Script : Richa Samanta
Playback Drama : Sanjib Datta,& Richa Samanta

Participants:
Anisha Bhattacharyya
Sreejita Dutta

Light : Bob Ghosh
Costume : All moms
Music & Slide : Saikat Das

Umashree Mukhopadhyay
Meghna Majumdar
Sanayah Basu

Aishani Mukherjee Sheona Kar
Ishika Hazra Richik Ray
Ishani Saha Ronit Das
Deeya Datta Piyush Roy
Raya Deb Aryan Hazra

Anooshka Rao
Anandita Mitra
Akriti Banerjea
Sanhita Chatterjee
Riya ganguly

Joya Majumder
Aarshia Datta
Ariyana Mukherjee

Shaktik Bhattacharyya
Sujoy Chakraborti
Aryaman Mukherjee
Sabarno Dutta

Olivia Datta

Srijita Nandy

Isheeta Mukherjee
Ananya Ghose

Pujari Anjali Durga Puja 2013
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http://thesaurus.com/browse/presenter

Ayona Ray

Proma Chowdhury
Anika Bhattacharyya
Paroma Mukhopadhyay
Tania Bhattacharyya
Puja Deb

Sanarita Basu

Shreya Puvvula
Tanya Roy

Tania Majumdar
Byasdeb Saha
Prabir Nandi
Sudipto Banerjee
Abhijeet Hazra

Baisakhi Mukherjee Malobika Deb
Baisali Sant Jaba Ghosh
Amrita Bhattacharyya Atashi Mukherjee
Mayuri Ray
ANUDITO

Director: Shantanu Basu
Executive Producer: Nilanjana Basu

Cast:

1) Richa Sarkar

2) Pabitra Bhattacharya
3) Ayona (Hiya) Ray

4) Byasdeb Saha

5) Smita Kar

6) Rupa Hazra

7) Sushanta Saha

8) Rakhi Nandi

9) Sanayah (Raina) Basu
10) Shantanu Basu

11) Sudeshna Nandi

12) Amrita Bhattacharya
13) Mrinal Chakrabarti
14) Manas Dey

15) Sonali Das

16) Bob Ghosh

17) Jaba Chaudhuri

18) Sanarita (Rupsha) Basu
19) Sheona Kar

20) Ishani (Keya) Saha
21) Suporna (Trisha) Chaudhuri

Assistant Production Managers:
1) Aradhana Bhattacharya

2) Smita Kar

3) Rakhi Nandi

4) Sudeshna Nandi

5) Jaba Chaudhuri

22) Nilanjana Basu
23) Soma Datta
24) Jaba Chaudhuri
25) Bob Ghosh

Crew:

1) Sudipto Samanta
2) Mayuri Ray

3) Subharadip Kar
4) Abhijit Hazra

5) Anindita Saha

6) Prabir Nandi

7) Neeraj Pandey
8) Vikram Das

9) Sanjib Datta

10) Mahua Saha

Playback:

1) Rahul Ray
2) Debalina Dutta

Ei Korechho Bhalo: Natok: Please see the collage for all names

Phool Baganer Roop Kotha

Participants:

Anooshka Rao
Akriti Banerjee
Meghna Majumdar
Piyush Roy

Riya Ganguly
Sanhita Chatterjee

Accompanied by
Byasdeb Saha - tabla

Avishak Shyam - Octopad
Amitava Sen- keyboard
Malobika Deb- vocal & atrayee Rao

Script :
Subhasree Nandy

Program director :
Atrayee Rao
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